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TOM PARKES »

14yrs 60kg 179cm

season of wildflowers - late spring

|late august to mid novernber]

Wildlife and Wildflowers

n spring [seasen of wildflowers

or petyan|, the bush bursts into life.

Mature's rock gardens amaze
The days arew

weather can still be tempestuous

armer, although the

® Sarah McDonald
Ypungsler from Halls gap
with great shots. Forms a

strong ladies combination
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16yrs 79kg 180cm |

® Terry Elgood
Progressed enormously
this year. In great form
with great volleys and
. Solid ground strokes,
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SAM PARKES
' 16yrs 70kg 186cm
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When : Saturday 14th September 2019

dQ|Where : Meet at Dunkeld Tourist Information at 9.30am

Time : 9.30am to 3pm Bring own lunch and chair.

| |RSVP secretary@friendsofgrampiansgariwerd.org.au or 0428399441

(K

QX

bl Wannon river and near the township of Dunkeld.

We meet Ecologist Greg Kerr from Nature Glenelg Trust for

a guided walk around Walker Swamp to see this wetland
restoration project.

Q\
f M

Walker Swamp, is part of the flood plain of the

Nature

Glenelg “?\’2 ,

Trust |
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WALKING AND
DRAWING IN
THE

-GRAMPIANS
:WITH MASON

Join local artist Mason to

Sl il explore and capture the beauty:

of the Grampians.

Meet at Budja Budja Neighbourhood House

1-3pm Every Tuesday from
16 July to 17 September 2019

20-22 Grampians Rd.. HALLS GAP VIC 3381 /'\@
p: 03 53564751, option 2
m: 0491 090 456

neighbourhood.house@budjabudjacoop.org.au

BUDJVA
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NEIGHBOURHOOD

HOUSE
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6.30PM - FOR ALL LEVELS

This class is perfect for those who are new
to yoga or experienced students looking to
refine their practice and technique.
Discover the foundations of vinyasa flow in
this alignment focused class. The class will
be based around a theme, posture or set of
postures — something different to explore
each week.
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When: Wednesday starting from 4 September 2019
Time: 6:30 - 7:30pm
Where: Budja Budja Neighbourhood House
20-22 Grampians Road, Halls Gap 5
Cost:  $10 per session
NOTE: Mats, Straps & Blocks provided
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20-22 Grampians Rd., HALLS GAP VIC 3381
Pp: 03 53564751, option 2
m: 0491 090 456

Ve
NEIGHBOURHOOD

HOUSE

VHATS HAPPENING AT BENH IN
S SEPTEMBER

v\"'\
Monday

2nd,9th & 16th Getting to know your IPad 1-3pm
¢,V {7 23rd Grampians Wildflower Workshop 5-18yrs with Nicola Clarke, Wimmera's
upcycling artist

00\
o

Tuesday
3rd,10th & 17th Walking & Drawing in the Grampians 1-3pm
3rd,10th &17th Dancing in the Dark 7pm-8pm
10th Up-cycling Sewing 10-12noon
24th Wastewise 12.30-3pm

Thursday
5th,12th,19th, & 26th Tai Chi 10-11am
5th,12th & 19th Yarn Group 1.30-3.30pm
5th,12th & 19th After School Knitting Club (10-18yrs) 3.30-5pm
19th Book Club 7.30-9pm

20-22 Grampians Rd., HALLS GAP VIC 3381

p: 03 53564751, option 2

m: 0491 090 456
neighbourhood.house@budjabudjacoop.org.au

Wednesday
4th Nuno Felted Scarf Workshop 9.30-1.30pm
4th,11th & 18th Card Club 12-30-2.30pm
4th,11th,18th & 25th Yoga for all 6.30-7.30pm

Friday
13th Grampians Wildflower workshop Adults
6th,13th & 20th Gentle Walking
6th & 20th Pomonal & Halls Gap Playgroup

P,

2uzis ©

BUDJVA
BUDJVA

NEIGHBOURHOOD

HOUSE




Y
Halls Gap Primary School - August

The Grade 4/5/6 classes went on camp to the Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement.
Students went to the old blacksmith place with Nick and made nails. We made
rope with Paul and churned butter with Pam.

In the bakery we made lamingtons
with Regan, and they tasted
delicious. Students also experienced
pioneer school and wrote the
alphabet using old fancy pens. The
teacher said if you were left handed
you would get the cane on your left
hand so much that you couldn't write
with it. We enjoyed old horse and
cart rides. A highlight was the 'The
Heartbeat of the Murray' laser

g

fruit, a boy came riding along and

tried to eat some of their cake. When

he tried to grab a second piece, they
| told him to head off. We travelled
" along the Murray River on a paddle-
s steamer.

Recently, we also had the Adelaide
Crows Football Club come to our school with their '‘Growing with Gratitude'
program. We learnt about being resilient and appreciating what we have in our
lives.

By Scarlett Ralph and Brady McMahon




RSA

' KS Y
R N
@9 é\gﬂﬁﬁi CAt ¢ (SITHFAB002)
[L m/(,}:\ESIC CINEMA ? ﬁ; 3
b2 & NI D_ate: Friday 18 October 2019
R22 Llgé Time: 6pm -10pm
Ay 3 \ Venue: Budja Budja Neighbourhood House,
B & = 20-22 Grampians Rd, HALLS GAP f A3
58 R Bl Cost: $105
2y & S5 nNg ]
52 v a0 dzg Food Hygiene
nonn 2N (SITXFSA001)
E Ay T2N
S y ? 2e R ( Date: Saturday 19 October 2019 ? A
u ff S YSN Time: 10am -3pm 3 ‘?
USNJ F2N . Venue: Budja Budja Neighbourhood House, St
Ff Yy A3IK

20-22 Grampians Rd, HALLS GAP
Cost: $105

Enrol before 24th September 2019 by calling Lee-Anne or Alison on
5356 4751 or email; neighbourhood.house@budjabudjacoop.org.au
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https://engage.vic.gov.au/grampians-management-plan

Grampians National Park Access Update

September 2019

Throughout the year Grampians National Park may have closures in place from natural events (storms, floods and

bushfires), park operations and projects. Before visiting the park always check for closures on the list below.

Please adhere to signs and notifications, and do not enter closed areas.

Closed Day Visitor Sites
®* Golton Gorge Picnic Area and Walking Track —
Realignment works are in progress.
Buandik Picnic Area — closed until late September
due to road works on access roads.

Closed Roads and Tracks
Coppermine Track is closed to allow for the
construction of two campsites.
Harrop Track is closed until November to replace
bridges and causeways.
Red Rock Road is closed until late September to
replace bridges and causeways.

All seasonal roads are now closed.

See the Grampians National Park Road Report on
parks.vic.gov.au for more information on individual road
conditions.

Remember to consider the suitability of your vehicle for
the parks roads:

Sealed Roads: All vehicles

Unsealed Roads: All vehicles, 2WD use caution

Vehicle Tracks: 4WD vehicles only

Closed Walking Tracks

* Golton Gorge Walking Track —redevelopment works
underway with a reopening date TBC.
Longpoint East Hiker Camp to Boroka Lookout
Walking Track - pending Grampians Peaks Trail
works.
Ngamadjidj Shelter — Opening soon!
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Walking tracks closed due to roadworks on Harrop
Track until further notice:
® Manja Shelter
e  Hut Creek Walking Track
e Fortress Walking Track — only accessible from the
Eastern end as a return walk. No access onto Harrop
Track.
Victoria Range Overnight Walk
Billimina Shelter

Closed Campgrounds

e Buandik Campground — Closed until late September
due to works on access roads.
Coppermine Campground — opening soon!
Coppermine Group Camping Area — Development
underway.
Troopers Creek Campground — opening soon!
Briggs Bluff (GR294055) & Mount Difficult Hiker
Camps (GR284030) are permanently closed.

Rock Climbing Access

Rock climbing access has changed in Grampians National
Park. For more information please refer to the
Grampians National Park page at parks.vic.gov.au.

GRAMPIANS PEAKS TRAIL

For the latest Grampians Peaks Trail information please
visit: parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/grampians-
national-park/plans-and-projects/grampians-peak-trail

Further Information

For the latest information about the park, please visit
Brambuk the National Park and Cultural Centre 2.5km

south of Halls Gap, visit a local Accredited Visitor
Information Centre or call the Parks Victoria information
centre on 13 1963.
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Grampians National Park Newsletter

Late July to Late August 2019

In Aboriginal culture, the Grampians National Park and the
surrounding landscape is known as Gariwerd. Within this
landscape, six distinct weather periods are recognised.

These are known as the Gariwerd Six Seasons.

This is the Larneuk (Nesting Birds) issue. Powerful Owl and
Wedge-tailed Eagle fledglings emerge during this period.
Rivers run high and this is usually the wettest time of the

year.

More information on the six seasons can be found at
brambuk.com.au/gariwerdsixseasons.htm

Be prepared for six seasons in one day
Larneuk is often described as the most dynamic and
changeable season. With variable and unpredictable
weather patterns it is not uncommon to feel as though

you have experienced all six seasons in one day!

During this season the days begin to lengthen and the
wattles burst into colour. Winding in amongst this
patchwork of yellows and greens, the lively rivers and
creeks travel through the landscape rejuvenating the
environment. Be sure to make visiting waterfalls your top
priority during the season of Larneuk. Immerse yourself in
nature by enjoying the misty sprays and rumbles of
waterfalls as rivers run at their highest.

If you're looking for a short and gentle walk to see some
waterfalls, Silverband Falls is a great option. This short,
gently undulating track travels through a deep gorge to
eventually reveal a narrow, terraced waterfall. It is
generally suitable for wheelchairs and prams but does
involve some gentle inclines. For those interested in
exploring a little further afield, Burrong Falls and Kalymna
Falls are two lesser known waterfalls worth visiting.
Access is best by four-wheel drive as roads can be rough
and corrugated. Use Roses Creek Road to reach Burrong
Falls and Mount William Picnic Ground Road for access to

Kalymna Falls.

Due to the nature of this season it is imperative you're
prepared when exploring the park’s many tracks and
trails. What starts as a nice sunny day may end in cold wet
weather so ensure you are well prepared with the right
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clothes, sturdy footwear, maps and sufficient food and

water.

Indigenous practices during Larneuk

The season of Larneuk traditionally marks the beginning of
the murrnong harvest. Murrnong, also known as a Yam
Daisy, is a plant that develops an edible tuber throughout
autumn and early winter. Traditionally, Aboriginal women
used long pointed sticks and baskets to collect these
tuberous roots. Murrnong was then cooked in
underground ovens but they can also be consumed raw.

Murrnong has a unique grassy, ‘coconutty’ flavour and can
be best compared with potatoes. It is no wonder this
amazing plant formed a staple part of Indigenous peoples’
diet as it's believed to be eight times more nutritious than
potatoes. Once a common species, murrnong is now
considered rare as it was virtually lost from the ecosystem
with the introduction of sheep during the 1840s.

Park news and updates

Road maintenance underway

Mount Zero Road is in the process of being graded. A long,
dry summer followed by winter rains has led to lots of
potholes and corrugation. Be cautious when travelling this
road as operations to repair the surface continue. Follow
road signs and drive to conditions.

Annual goat monitoring

Rangers have been working hard conducting feral goat
monitoring to gain a better understanding of their
population size in the Grampians National Park. Feral
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goats cause significant harm to environmental and
cultural values in the park. Impacts include compaction
and erosion from their hard hooves. Their browsing
techniques are also damaging to the native flora and they
compete with native fauna for resources. Once analysed,
the monitoring data will be vital to ongoing and future
management of this invasive species.

If you are interested in helping land managers the app
FeralScan is a citizen science initiative that enables people
to record sightings of several different feral species. Visit
the website or download the app to get involved.

feralscan.org.au

Winter ecological burning

Ecological burns recently took place in the heathlands

around Lynches and Syphon Track in Southern Grampians.

Occurring in winter, these burns are low intensity
meaning they trickle through this highly flammable
vegetation type leaving behind a patchwork of burnt and
unburnt vegetation.

Low intensity burns of this kind are an important tool for
creating diversity in both the vegetation type and age,

which in turn supports a greater diversity in fauna species.

It is hoped that species such as Potoroos, Bandicoots and
Heath mice will particularly benefit from this method of
land management. These winter ecological burns also
proved to be a great training opportunity for South West

fire crews.

Rarks
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A spiny surprise...

During Parks Victoria's ongoing monitoring of our Brush-
tailed Rock Wallaby colony one of nature’s bizarre and
comical phenomenon was captured. Up on a rock ledge,
surrounded by steep drops and sheer rock walls, three
echidnas were spotted in the midst of a rarely seen
courtship behaviour. During the months of July and
August echidnas will pause their solitary lifestyle and join
an echidna train. Led by a female, anywhere from 1 to 10
males will trail her every move for weeks at a time. The
male that shows the greatest fitness by following her
every move will be chosen as her mate.

Female echidnas lay one leathery egg four weeks after
breeding. The egg is incubated in her pouch until it is the
size of a jellybean after which it hatches a puggle. Puggles
remain in the pouch for three months before they leave to
grow spines however they continue to suckle for a further
three months.
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Seasonal Flora Species

Bushy Needlewood (Hakea sericea)

The Bushy Needlewood is well known for its nasty needle-
like leaves that gloves are no match for. From May to
September this hardy species reveals its more delicate
side; tubular white and pink flowers open-up. Be sure to
stop and smell these beautiful flowers but careful of the
spiky leaves!

The Bushy Needlewood belongs to the Hakea species. Like
many other Australian plants, they are well adapted to
fire. A key distinguishing feature is the large woody seed
structure. This structure cracks open following fire,
stimulated by the hot dry conditions, to release large,
winged seeds. It is not uncommon to see an abundance of
Hakeas clustered in an area following fire.

All Hakeas belong to the Proteaceae family. This family is
an ancient group of plants that has no close relationships
with other plant families present today. Although very
iconic to Australia, these plants are also well represented
in South Africa. Other genera in this family include
Grevilleas and Banksias.

Seasonal Fauna Species

Glenelg Spiny Freshwater Crayfish (Euastacus
bispinosus)

The Grampians National Park is home to the most diverse
group of freshwater crayfish in the world. Many of the
species found in the Grampians live at higher elevations
than swamp and river dwelling species by burrowing into
the ground. The Glenelg Spiny Freshwater Crayfish is just
one of these impressive species. These long-lived species
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are olive-green to brown in colour with some red
colouration on the joints. This large species can weigh up
to 1.1kg! Distinguishing features include large robust
claws and a spiny body from which they are named. The
species is listed as Endangered and faces threats including
clearing vegetation around waterways, wetland drainage
and channel modification.

Do you want help identifying species in the field?
Download Museums Victoria Field Guide App:

museumsvictoria.com.au/apps/field-guide-app-to-

victorian-fauna/

GRAMPIANS PEAKS TRAIL

Grampians Peaks Trail — July update (Grampians Tourism)

Track clearing and construction is progressing in sections
in the north and south. In the south there are some areas
of particularly challenging terrain where we will have steel
stairs to allow safe hiking; these are currently being
designed.

Finalising the key design elements and preparation for
constructing the hiker camps is in full swing. Designed to

ORIA

State
Government







