
 

It has been a very smoky start to 2020.   

Here is our January edition full of 

interesting and fun activities here in our 

beautiful Grampians.   

Of note are some great holiday activities 

for families.  Check out: 

1. Parks Victoria Guided Walks and 

Junior Rangers program 

2. Budja Budja Neighbourhood 

House School Holiday Program 

3. Budja Budja Neighbourhood 

House Move It Move It program 

for the older Australians. 

4. Friends of Grampians activity on 

Saturday 11 January 2020. 

Stay safe and summer smart over 

January. 

 Wrap up... 

From the Gariwerd 
Six Seasons Calendar 
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December 2019 - Rainfall  

9 mm for December bringing the 
progressive total for 2019 to 840 mm. 
This compares to the same period last 
year of 106.5 mm for December with a 
progressive total of 942.5 mm. 

As of the 25th of December Lake 
Bellfield is holding 55,680ML or 71% full 
compared to the same period last year 
of 63,590ML or 81% full. The total 
system is holding 216,980ML or 38.72% 
full compared to the same period last 
year of 261,040ML or 46.59 % full. 

Mount William received 19.4 mm for 
December. The highest temperature of 
36.1 C was recorded on the 20th of 
December and the lowest of -0.2 C was 
recorded on the 2nd of December. The 
highest wind speed of 91 km/h was 
recorded on the 2nd of December. 

STATS BY CHAS... 
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BUDJA BUDJA MEDICAL CLINIC 

20-22 Grampians Road, Halls Gap 3381 

PH: 03 53564751  

www.budjabudjacoop.org.au   

JANUARY 

  

Closed 

1 public holiday 

 

Dr Amanda Gibbons 

2,3 

6,7,8,9,10 

14,15,16,17 

20,21,22,23,24 

28,29,30,31 

  

Closed 

27 public holiday 

The Budja Budja Medical Clinic will reopen 
on Wednesday 2nd January 2020.   

From Monday 6th January the Centre will 
be open 5days per week. 
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1. We were very pleased to have some 
unexpected help recently. We have sent this 
note to the Stawell Times News but it hasn't 
appeared yet. 

 

Melbourne Students interact with Halls Gap 
Grampians Flora Botanic Gardens 

A group of young Out Beyond’s students from 
Melbourne recently visited the Halls Gap Botanic 
Gardens as part of their nature based cultural 
experiences. 

The young students under the auspices of local 
volunteer Graham Parkes, donated several hours of 
very valuable time, moving two cubic metres of 
special river sand and repairing some of our tracks 
and paths in the Botanic Garden, as well as some 
much needed weeding amongst some of our 
precious local indigenous plantings. 

Graham said they were a lovely friendly and 
energetic group to work with, and willingly helped 
with all that was required. 

Some of the students enjoyed their first ever visit 
to the Grampians, and would like to come back and 
explore more cultural things in the future, when 
they have completed their studies. 

As Halls Gap Botanic Garden is totally run by 
volunteers many of whom are  ageing, this help was 
gratefully appreciated, and a big thank you to them 
all. 

 

2. Our new plants from Jallukar Landcare are 
going to need some TLC over the summer. 
Our thanks to those who are helping with the 
hand watering while we continue to struggle 
with leaks in our drip system. 

3. We are planning to change our working bee 

date in 2020 to a Friday. We would love 
some new volunteers as a couple of us are 
facing real health problems. 



 

 
 
 

December was a busy month for volunteer 
firefighters in Halls Gap.  We are pleased to 
welcome two new members who have just 
completed training, but it would be great to have 
more people involved to improve our turnout 
capacity.  Not all volunteers need to be firefighters, 
so we welcome anyone interested in 
communications, logistics or maintenance as well.  
The CFA suggests a community like Halls Gap 
should have 25 trained and active firefighters, but 
currently we have only 17.  Halls Gap CFA has two 
fire trucks, both designed for a crew of five to 
provide maximum efficiency, so a turnout of ten 
members for an emergency would be ideal.  Our 
average turnout this summer is only five.  On 
selected Total Fire Ban days we also identify a 
‘strike team’ of three or four firefighters and a 
tanker to be available if a fire in a neighbouring 
area escalates, so it would be good to bring the 
number of firefighters up to the recommended 
minimum of 25.  Contact Peter Hilbig if you are 
interested in becoming involved, 0437 524 716 or 
5356 4365. 

We recently celebrated the long service of several 
of our volunteers:  Firefighter Darryl Tonkin (5 
years), Firefighter Will Hudson (5 years), Lieutenant 
Darren Linke (20 years), former captain Firefighter 
Colin Andrews (25 years), Brigade Member Max 
Clark (25 years) and former captain and Life 
Member David Burkhill (40 years).  These are 
significant milestones and we congratulate our 
members on their years of voluntary service.  
Commander Ian Morley, who has also served as 
captain of the Halls Gap Brigade, presented the 
medals and certificates at the Fire Station after our 
December training session.   

While the fire season prevails and many summer 
days are hot and windy, residents and visitors 
should monitor the Vic Emergency website for 
advice and warnings.  The recent power failure 
should remind us all to keep a battery operated 
radio handy because the internet and other means 
of communication cannot be relied upon when the 
electricity supply is interrupted. 
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Halls gap cfa  

We are mindful of the very serious fire situation in 
eastern Victoria and other states of Australia.  Our 
thoughts are with communities and volunteers as 
they confront damaging and terrifying bushfires 
and we extend our condolences to those impacted 
by loss of life under tragic circumstances. 

We look forward to continuing to protect lives and 

property throughout 2020. 

That we are looking 
for someone to help 
rake up leaves and 
clean out the Gutters 
at home in Halls Gap 

Please contact Eve at 
0408518883  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pomonal Progress Association has decided 
for both of our January Pomonal Village Markets 
all the fees, book sales, donations and sales from 
our Community table will be donated to the VIC 
Bushfire Disaster Appeal.   

So far from our 5 January 2020 market we have 
donated $1,000.   Thanks for all those that 
donated goods and money at the market.  

Our next market will be on Sunday 26th January 
2020 from 9am—1pm.   

More information can be found at: 

https://
www.communityenterprisefoundation.com.au/
make-a-donation/  
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Operating Hours 

Open  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday  

from 9am to 3pm 

Thursday from 9am to 4pm 
 

Closed  

Monday 

The Move It Move It program is available 
through the support of Active Neighbourhoods 
for Older Australians (ANOA).  The aim of the 

program is  to encourage over 65s to enjoy 
physical activity and improve overall wellbeing.   

Not over 65 but would like to participate 
please feel free to join us. 

Need your First Aid or CPR 

Here are the dates for 2020 

 

Ring Alison or Lee-Anne to book 
your place on 5356 4751 option 3 
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Parks Victoria Update 

http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/grampians-national-park 
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 Parks Victoria Update 

http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/grampians-national-park 
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Parks Victoria Update 

http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/grampians-national-park 
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For 
more information go to https://grampiansmusicfestival.com/  
 
We offer a range of ticket packages, and kids under 14 are free*! 

Head to Oztix to check out our full range of ticket options! 

*CHILDREN 16 AND UNDER MUST ATTEND WITH A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.  

https://grampiansmusicfestival.com/
https://tickets.oztix.com.au/outlet/event/eb5fbc4f-d68f-480f-b1b0-72983c9ea479
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The Halls Gap Market was 

established in 1997 and is 

proudly brought to you by 

the Halls Gap Primary 

School. Located at the base 

of the Wonderland Range 

(Grampians) in the magical 

Halls Gap Primary School 

grounds, this truly unique market is a must.  

The Halls Gap Market is an outdoor market and 

boasts a range of high quality stalls offering arts, 

crafts, fresh produce, plants, fine food, coffee and 

more. School parents serve hot and cold 

refreshments along with a barbecue featuring 

delicious egg and bacon rolls. All proceeds go to the 

Halls Gap Primary School. Check the website for 

information on becoming a stall holder: - http://

www.hgps.vic.edu.au/craft.html  

The Market Dates for 2020 are: 

Labour Day – 8th March (Halls Gap School) 

Easter Sunday – 12th April (Halls Gap School) 

Queen’s Birthday – 7th June (Halls Gap School) 

Pomonal Village Market on the last Sunday or every 

month from 9am—1pm at the Pomonal Community Hall.   

Run by volunteers of the Pomonal Progress Association to 

raise money for the community of Pomonal.  Site 

enquiries: call the market coordinator on 0417 883 445. 

The money raised from our two January 2020 markets 

will be going towards the VIC Bushfire Disaster Appeal.  

For the 5 January 2020 market we raised $1000. More 

information can be found at: 

https://www.communityenterprisefoundation.com.au/

make-a-donation/  

Market Dates for 2020 

5th January, 26th January, 23rd February, 29th March, 

26th April, 31st May, 28th June, 26th July, 30th August, 

27th September, 3rd & 4th October, 25th October, 29th 

November, 27th December. 

Pomonal Village Market Halls Gap Market 

Halls Gap is a 
Cat Free Zone 



FILL THE GAP COMMITTEE 

Lee-Anne, Margo, Alison  and Jenny 

Please email your articles and photos to us 
by the 25th of each month to: 

neighbourhood.house@budjabudjacoop.org.au 

Upload your community events details to 
the Community Association webpage: 

www.hallsgapcommunity.org.au 

Like our Halls Gap Community Association 
Facebook Page 

Like our Halls Gap Community Watch and 
Events Facebook Page 

Regular Events 

 Chas Mangle Justice of the Peace is 

available for witnessing documents in the 

History Room at the Centennial Hall most 

days except Tuesdays from 1pm - 5 pm. 

Ph. 0439 837 052 

 Budja Budja Neighbourhood House - check 

the program at the house and online 

 Check Social Coffee catch-ups at Brambuk 

11am on the first Tuesday of the month. 

 Various  sport/fitness groups. Check the 

community website for details 

The Halls Gap History Room in the Centennial 

Hall is open most days except Tuesday from 1PM 

- 5PM.Locals and visitors are most welcome and 

there is no entry fee. 
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How can you find a lost train? 

Follow the tracks 

From Wilari 


