
Many of you will have noticed that 
the Delley’s Bridge sign has been 
illegible for some time. The 
Historical society would like to 
replace it.  Unfortunately we have 
been unable to locate the original 
notes and layout of the sign and are 
asking for your help.   
 
Perhaps you attended the unveiling 
and have a photograph of or one 
that  includes the sign in a better 

more legible condition? If you can help in any way we would appreciate it.  Please 
drop in and speak with Chas one afternoon or send an email to 
hallsgapandgrampianshs@gmail.com 

 

 

 

We got through January and the 

children are back at school.   

There are a number of initiatives to 

assist  those adversely affected by 

the  drought and fires.  Budja Budja 

Neighbourhood House is a drop off 

point for wildlife Rescue Craft 

Collective.  See page 6 for more 

details.  Spirt of Punjab is having a 

fundraising day for the CWA to help 

drought stricken farmers on Sunday 

16 February 2020 see page 4 for 

details.  

There is loads to do in Halls Gap and 

surrounding district so get out there, 

support our locals and enjoy our 

wonderful part of the world.  

 

 Wrap up... 

From the Gariwerd 
Six Seasons Calendar 
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January 2020 - 36 mm for January 
2020 compared to the same period 
last year of 2 mm for January 2019. 
As of the 29th of January 2020 Lake 
Bellfield is holding 53,410ML or 68% 
full compared to the same period last 
year of 61,720ML or 79% full. The 
total system is holding 197,710ML or 
35.29% full compared to the same 
period last year of 242,140ML or 
43.22% full. 
Mount William received 35.6 mm for 
January 2020 compared to the same 
period last year of 3 mm for January 
2019. The highest temperature of 34C 
was recorded on the 31st of January 
and the lowest of 1.8 C was recorded 
on the 17th of January. The highest 
wind speed of 98 km/h was recorded 
on the 22nd of January. 
An extra 29mm until on 31st January 
to 7am 1 February  
 
Cheers - Chas 

History Room Needs Your Help 

Stats by Chas... 
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HGRRA meeting  and AGM, Wednesday 4th 
March, 7.30pm Centenary Hall Supper Room. 

December 2019 Minute Highlights: 

At the December meeting Cr Jason Hosemans 
addressed matters related to the various and 
many works being undertaken in Halls Gap. He 
also undertook to investigate what regular 
maintenance is required for the 6 defibrillators in 
Halls Gap and who is responsible for this. 

The idea of a kids state/pump park was raised 
again on one of the Community fb pages. This 
continues to be a recurring idea. Previously a 
suitable location had been sourced but no one is 
willing to take on this project. Paul Turner 
reiterated his offer to be involved with such a 
group but not to manage or lead it.  Community 
members who are interested in forming a 
committee are urged to contact Paul. 

2020 meetings  

4 March, 3 June, 2 September & 2 December 2020 

All Residents and Ratepayers are invited to attend.  

If you are wanting more information on HGRRA 
and/or to receive the full minutes please contact 
Paul Turner on 0418 992 510. 

 

HALLS GAP  RESIDENTS & 
RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION 

The garden is coping reasonably well with the 
dry weather now that our drip watering system 
is back working again, thanks to the care and 
vigilance of a couple of our volunteers, plus 
some hand watering of areas it doesn’t cover. 

Our January working bee was very poorly 
attended with several regulars with other 
commitments but we managed to get quite a bit 
done. We have moved to a Friday this year, 
hoping that might bring us more workers, but 
may need to play around with dates. In the 
meantime I’m proposing one on Friday 7 
February. 

In other news, we are very pleased that we are 
going to see more visits from the OutBeyond 
group. Having Melbourne and overseas young 
people helping us will be a great help. 

We are grateful for the money that comes in 
from activities like the wildflower show, Joy’s 
busking and shire grants, but we also really 
appreciate those of you who have been donating 
time or money. If you donate over $50 we give 
you a gift certificate which you can display to 
your guests. Why not start 2020 with a 
donation? Our mower needs an upgrade, we 
would like a new noticeboard in the shade 
shelter …..  We also have an opportunity to apply 
for a grant from the Victorian government for 
some major improvements to the garden. We 
would love some input from locals and tourism 
operators. What apart from electricity to our 
shed would you see as priorities? 

Finally, another appeal for help. Several of our 
workers are needing to reduce their 
commitment due to health problems, and others 
of us are ageing We need to look at our 
succession plans for the future. You can get 
involved in giving your ideas, help in applying for 
grants then spending them, recording our plants, 
supervising students, working on signs and so on, 
even if you can’t weed. So if you would like to be 
on the mailing list do let me know. 

Margo Sietsma 

 

 

 

 

Monthly training for Halls Gap CFA volunteer 
fire fighters – first Wednesday of each month 
from 6:00pm to 7:15pm at the Halls Gap Fire 
Station, 78 Grampians Road Halls Gap 3381. 

Annual brigade meeting including election of 
leadership team for following two years will be 
held on Wednesday 6 May 2020 7.30pm at the 
Halls Gap Fire Station.  



The Halls Gap Community Garden has been 
maintained over the summer holidays by a small 
but enthusiastic group. Myself, 2 deer, numerous 
kangaroos and emus plus regular flocks of birds 
have kept the garden in ship shape condition until 
the local residents return to the Gap after the 
school holidays.  

The dry conditions and lack of human assistance 
meant that when called upon the wildlife did not let 
down the Halls Gap Community. I would suggest 
that the garden is looking the best it has ever 
looked at this time of the year.  

When the autumn plantings begin we will of course 
shut the gates on the summer work crew but until 
that time myself and my ever reliable gang will 
maintain the garden in the present format.  

I would hope the Halls Gap Primary School 
students, YHA and Tim's Place will continue on with 
this worthwhile project. However every community 
member is welcome to come down and enjoy the 
serenity and joy of working in a community garden 
with the most beautiful views of the Grampians 
National Park. Why not take on a plot and grow 
vegetables for yourself and the community?  

Again a special thanks to my reliable summer work 
crew and if anyone is interested in spending time in 
a community garden please call me on 53564288. 

Tim Walsh, Tim's Place 
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Hall Gap CFA Brigade 

It was good to work with Parks 
Victoria and Forest Fire Management 
Victoria in Halls Gap over the long 
weekend to connect with the 
community.  Locals and visitors 
enjoyed climbing aboard vehicles 

and trying out pumps and hoses, with children 
looking the part dressed in green and orange 
firefighting outfits. 

We are really pleased to have recruited another two 
volunteers during January and welcomed back a 
former member rejoining the brigade after a couple 
of years interstate.  We are getting steadily closer to 
the recommended minimum 24 active volunteers, 
but still need several more to secure our turn out 
rates. Call Peter if interested 0437 524 716. 

Whilst we have not had the intensity of fire activity 
experienced in other parts of Australia, we have 
responded to a number of incidents including several 
crews assisting Moyston and Ararat brigades at 
Rocky Point and our Ultralight tanker on task there 
for several days. 

Training this month involves checking and testing our 
‘quick fill' trailer.  This is a pump and lighting set we 
can tow to a water source to fill tankers as close as 
practicable to the fire ground.  Volunteers will learn 
and practise setting up and running the pump and 
lights, and supplying water through various different 
hoses and couplings. 

As well as our local training, two members will attend 
a course in February to become accredited in 
isolating electricity by safe removal of supply fuses 
and three members will commence heavy vehicle 
driver training.  We also have new members who will 
soon commence the Wildfire Firefighter course. 

Remember we are still in the fire restriction period 
and the fire risk remains high.  Take care with 
activities and machinery that may cause sparks or 
heat, and  remember a permit is required for any fire 
that is not for cooking or warmth. 

Contact Peter if you would like to join the Halls Gap 
CFA Brigade. 

Peter Hilbig 
Captain 
0437524716  
Peter@Hilbig.id.au  



Page 4 
 

Save The Date!  Sunday 16 February 2020 
The generous people at our local Indian restaurant, the Spirit of Punjab, are organising a fundraising event to 
assist drought stricken farmers. They will donate all money paid for meals from noon on this day to the close of 
business. All funds raised will go to the Stawell branch of the CWA to distribute to local needy farmers. 
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After 80 years, will the 
Wildflower Show cease this year? 
It’s up to you.  

Keeping the show going is a real 
challenge. We will be losing the 
invaluable contribution of Rae 
Talbot as she retires. This means the CMA 
contribution will be rethought, and while we have had 
encouraging words from the management, it's not 
guaranteed. And then there's the current committee. 
Val and Margo have been doing the plant ID etc for 
years now ( with excellent database which we can 
lend around to anyone who would like to learn to use 
it), and neither of us is going to last for ever.  

The same is true for others on the committee and the 
experienced flower collectors. It is really great that we 
had a couple of newcomers who were a great help in 
2019, but they have work and study commitments 
which can get in the way. 

The current committee is well aware that if the show 
is to continue we need to make changes: Make better 
task lists, change meeting times, etc. Plus be prepared 
for the new members to make unexpected changes. 

We plan to make a decision at the Community 
Association meeting on March 2 at 4.30. Before then 
we’ll be talking with the shire, with the organisers of 
the Pomonal Native Flower Show, with Grampians 
Tourism, with Parks and DELWP, but unless we have a 
solid group of committed Halls Gap folk the show just 
can’t keep going.  

So please give us your thoughts on this, and/or put 
your hand up to assist. It isn’t really onerous except 
for the mad few days the week before, which are also 
actually rather fun. Early in the year we decide if there 
will be a theme, design the handout leaflet, put it up 
on our website etc. Then sit back for a couple of 
months, have a meeting in August or so to do the next 
round of planning and publicity. Much of this doesn’t 
require any actual knowledge of our Grampians flora, 
so that’s no excuse. 

Margo Sietsma 

 

Do you have any old 
spectacles lying around 
that you don’t use 
anymore? Yes? Well 
that’s great because I 
am looking for some. 

My name is Rowena 
and I am in Halls Gap for a wee while staying with 
my parents, David and Janet Witham. I was sorting 
through some stuff from my past the other day and 
came across a few of my grandmother’s old glasses. 
Since then I have rustled a couple more from the 
household and I have a plan. 

Specsavers have a recycling program where they 
send pre-loved glasses to developing countries for 
free to improve the sight of those who can’t afford 
these kinds of (necessary!) luxuries.  

So I thought ….While taking some to Specsavers 
would be good, more would be better! 

So if you have any that you no longer use, please 
just drop them into the Budja Budja Neighbourhood 
House by February 18th and I will take it from there. 

We may not be Fred Hollows or Dr James Muecke, 
but we can all do our bit to improve the vision of 
this world. Thanks so much. 

Best wishes 

Rowena 

Specs to a good cause...  

Another one for the diary.   

Returning to one of the 
country’s most picturesque 
locations, the GRAMPIANS 
MUSIC FESTIVAL is kicking 
off a brand new decade, 
bringing another exciting 
edition of the event to the 

iconic Grampians Mountain Ranges in February 
2020! Join us on Friday 28 and Saturday 29 
February 2020.  

Check the website for more details and where to 
get your tickets.  

https://grampiansmusicfestival.com/  

 

https://grampiansmusicfestival.com/
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What's happening at Budja Budja Neighbourhood House in February 2020 

Activities Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday 

Play Group - no cost    9.30-11am 
14 & 28 

 

Afterschool Craft Club - 
Free 

3.30-5pm 
4,11,18 & 25 

    

MIMI- Gentle Exercise -
Gold coin 

1.30-2pm 
4,11,18 & 25 

    

MIMI - Beginners Tai Chi - 
Gold coin 

 10-10.45am 
5,12,19,26 

   

Yoga - $10  6pm-7pm 
5,12,19 & 26 

   

Tai Chi - Gold coin   10-11am 
6,13,20 & 27 

  

Yarn Group - Gold coin    1-3pm 
6,13,20 & 27 

  

MIMI - Gentle walking 
group - Gold coin 

   9.15-10.15am 
7,14,21 & 28 

 

MIMI - Finska - Gold coin    1-2pm 
7,14,21 & 28 

 

Pine Needle Weaving - $80      10-2pm - 22nd- all 
materials provided 

Men’s Health Evening– Free 
Need to book 

  5-6.30pm 
27th 

  

Grampians Music Festival    Helping out at the  Grampians Music 
Festival - Kids Tent 28 & 29 

The BBNH Program for 2020 is well underway.   

We have had a very busy January with the start of our Move It Move It 
(MIMI) program and School Holiday Program being lots of fun.  The 
children did so well and the result so delicious we 
thought we would share the recipes from our 
cooking class.  

BBNH has become drop off point for the Rescue 
Craft Collective.  If you have material, yarn to donate volunteers will make wildlife 
pouches, nests and bat wraps.  We are planning some workshops during the week 
and on weekends contact Alison or Lee-Anne if you are interested in being part of 
this initiative.  Patterns can be downloaded from https://rcchub.org/patterns/ or grab 
a copy from us.   

Hope to see you soon at the Neighbourhood House.  

Lee-Anne & Alison  
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Students Placements  

Budja Budja is proud to be able to provide placements for Doctors and Nurses in training giving them the 

opportunity to apply the theory and skills they learned while studying in a professional workplace. Placements 

allow students to gain the skills they need to transition successfully from study to work, while giving industry 

the opportunity to enrich student learning experiences and increase the number of work-ready graduates. 

Patient will always be told if a student will be present prior to consultation and be given the opportunity to 

refuse. This will not affect your care in anyway. If you have any questions or concerns please speak to a 

member of the practice team   
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BUDJA BUDJA MEDICAL CLINIC 
20-22 Grampians Road, Halls Gap 3381 

PH: 03 53564751  
www.budjabudjacoop.org.au   

FEBURARY 2020 MARCH 2020 APRIL 

   
  Dr Amanda Gibbons 

3,4,5,6,7 

11,12,13,14 

17,18,19,20,21 

25,26,27,28 

  
Dr Amanda Gibbons 

2,3,4,5,6 

10,11,12,13 

16,17,18,19,20 

24,25,26,27 

30,31 

  
DR Partridge 

18,19,20 

23,24,25 

  
Closed 

9 public holiday 

  
Dr Amanda Gibbons 

1,2,3 

6,7,8,9 

14,15,16,17 

21,22,23,24 

27,28,29,30 

  
Dr Paula Ferguson 

15,16,17 

20,21,22 

Closed 

10,13 public holiday 
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Clean Up Australia Day  

Sunday 1st March 2020 

At Grampians National Park – meet at 
Halls Gap Park – opposite the Visitor 
Information Centre at 8am 

Join local volunteer group FOGG to assist with 
the clean up of the Grampians National Park. 
Safety gear and rubbish equipment will be 
provided.   

To become a volunteer, register with 
ParkConnect: -  

https://www.parkconnect.vic.gov.au/ 

What to bring – hat, safety boots, 
gloves, safety glasses, wet weather gear, 
food, drink bottle, sunscreen 
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The Halls Gap Market was 

established in 1997 and is 

proudly brought to you by 

the Halls Gap Primary 

School. Located at the base 

of the Wonderland Range 

(Grampians) in the magical 

Halls Gap Primary School 

grounds, this truly unique market is a must.  

The Halls Gap Market is an outdoor market and 

boasts a range of high quality stalls offering arts, 

crafts, fresh produce, plants, fine food, coffee and 

more. School parents serve hot and cold 

refreshments along with a barbecue featuring 

delicious egg and bacon rolls. All proceeds go to the 

Halls Gap Primary School. Check the website for 

information on becoming a stall holder: - http://

www.hgps.vic.edu.au/craft.html  

The Market Dates for 2020 are: 

Labour Day – 8th March  

Easter Sunday – 12th April  

Queen’s Birthday – 7th June  

Melbourne Cup Weekend – 1st November 

Halls Gap Market 

Pomonal Village Market 

on the last Sunday or 

every month from 9am—

1pm at the Pomonal 

Community Hall.   Run by 

volunteers of the Pomonal Progress Association to 

raise money for the community of Pomonal.  Site 

enquiries: call the Market Coordinator on 0417 883 

445. 

Market Dates for 2020 

23rd February, 29th March, 26th April, 31st May, 

28th June, 26th July, 30th August, 27th September, 

3rd & 4th October, 25th October, 29th November, 

27th December. 

Pomonal Village Market 

Halls Gap is 
a Cat Free 
Zone 



FILL THE GAP COMMITTEE 

Lee-Anne, Margo, Alison  

Please email your articles and photos to us 
by the 25th of each month to: 

neighbourhood.house@budjabudjacoop.org.au 

Upload your community events details to 
the Community Association webpage: 

www.hallsgapcommunity.org.au 

Like our Halls Gap Community Association 
Facebook Page 

Like our Halls Gap Community Watch and 
Events Facebook Page 

Regular Events 

 Chas Mangle Justice of the Peace is 

available for witnessing documents in the 

History Room at the Centennial Hall most 

days except Tuesdays from 1pm - 5 pm. 

Ph. 0439 837 052 

 Budja Budja Neighbourhood House - check 

the program at the house and online 

 Various  sport/fitness groups. Check the 

community website for details 
The Halls Gap History Room in the Centennial 

Hall is open most days except Tuesday from 1PM 

- 5PM.Locals and visitors are most welcome and 

there is no entry fee. 
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 What did the left eye say to the right eye? 

 Between us, something smells! 


