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Home isolating? You're not alone.

If you or someone in your house is self-isolating you might need some help
to continue to do this.

At Grampians Community Health we have set up a local Home Isolation
Support Service. This service is available to support you in what you need
in your day to day life to stay safe and well.

Please phone Grampians Community Health on 5358 7400

Contacting the Home Isolation Support Service is through
How to telephone and email only.

QEt W EM call: Grampians Community Health on 5358 7400, or
service? Email: home.isolation@gch.org.au
Availability: From Monday to Friday, from 9am to 5pm.

For more
information

Grampians
Community Health

For you, your family & our community
www.gch.org.au - 03 5358 7400

Get reliable and current information

from the Department of Health Australia

www.health.org.au | www.dhhs.vic.gov.au
Hotline 1800 675 398

About home isolation and COVID-19 go directly to reliable sources

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/coronavi-
rus-covid-19-isolation-guidance

Victorian State Government Information with Department of Health
and Human Services Daily Update

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus




BUDJA BUDJA MEDPI
CLI NI C
2022 Grampians Road,

PH: 03

www. budj abudjacodp.

For queries about
novel coronavirus in Victoria

1800 675 398

@ Q ‘BetterH%gnl;Eh

Budja Budja Medical Clinic has moved to ESSENTIAL Telehealth Appointrgents
during this COVAI® pandemic.
This means a phone consult with our GP, preferred either
via FACETIME or SKYPE if you have these apps.
If not they can be easily downloaded to your phone or computer.

TUEFRI 9.06.00 and every second MON.

STAYAT
@ 00O

Social Mandatory Practise No non-essential
distancing restrictions in force good hygiene travel

Stay home. Protect our health system. Save lives.
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#EachforEqual
An equal world is an
enabled world

LUNCHEON
with guest speaker

Kim Brown
& music by Russ Kellett




GRAMPIANS

' TEXTURE 2020

1419

MARCH
HALLS GAP

P

A big thank you to the Halls Gap community for the support of the Grampians Texture, we wege very
fortunate to have been able to run the event. We will make a timely decision re the running of ghe
Grampians Brushes program schedule for September, and will keep you posted.

Stay welMarion and the GrampianArts Team
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Healthy People’
VICTORIA

Grampians National Park Access Update

27th March 2020

Throughout the year, Grampians National Park may have closures in place from natural events (storms, floods and

bushfires), park operations, projects and other circumstances. Before visiting the park always check for closures

on the list below. Please adhere to signs and notifications, and do not enter closed areas.

COVID - 19 Park Impacts Information
Due to Government bans on non-essential travel and
social distancing regulations, the following closures
are in place in the Grampians National Park:

Mackenzie Falls area: (COVID-19) closed between
Friday the 27™ of March and Monday the 13" of
April 2020.

All accommodation and designated campgrounds
managed by Parks Victoria are now closed. All
existing boakings will be fully refunded, and no
further bookings will be taken. A designated
campground includes any formed area that has
infrastructure such as toilets, fire pits, or
barbecues.

All people currently camping in designated
campgrounds are being requested to leave
immediately. Rangers will be patrolling to instruct
people to leave.

Further Information
e Any day visitors to parks and reserves are actively
encouraged to disperse widely and adhere strictly
to social distancing guidelines.

For the most up to date government COVID-19
information visit:
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-public-
coronavirus-disease-covid-19

For Parks Victoria COVID-19 updates visit:
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/safety-

in-nature/covid-19-update

Call the Parks Victoria Information Line Ph: 13 1963.
9am — 5pm Daily

Contact Brambuk the National Park and Cultural
Centre Ph: 03 8427 2258. 9am -5pm Daily

N

RParks

VICTORIA

Campgrounds and Hiker Camps

e All Designated Campgrounds (COVID-19)
Coppermine Group Camping Area: Temporarily
closed (COVID-19) and Grampians Peaks Trail
(GPT) works.
Stony Creek Group Camping Area: Temporarily
Closed (COVID-19). Relocated 1.5km to the east
along Stony Creek Road to GR329844 due to GPT
works. This new site is best accessed by GPT
walkers from Rosea Carpark.
Briggs Bluff (GR294055) & Mount Difficult Hiker
Camps (GR284030): Permanently closed due to
new sites being developed for GPT.

Walking Tracks

e Mackenzie Falls Day visitor area and associated
walking tracks: (COVID-19)
Major Mitchell Plateau Walking Track:
Temporarily closed. (COVID-19 /GPT Works)
Longpoint East Hiker Camp to Boroka Lookout
Walking Track: Permanently closed due to a new
GPT track alignment.
Check latest Grampians Peaks Trail updates at
parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/grampians-
national-park/plans-and-projects/grampians-
peak-trail

Roads and 4WD Tracks

COVID-19 road closures:

. Mackenzie Falls Road

e Old Mill Road between Wartook Road and
Mackenzie Falls Carpark.

Check road conditions in the Grampians National

Park Road Report parks.vic.gov.au.

Rock Climbing Access

Rock climbing access has changed in Grampians
National Park. For more information please refer to
the Grampians National Park page at

parks.vic.gov.au.




Grampians National Park Newsletter
Gwangal Moronn: Late March to June 2020

In Aboriginal culture, Grampians National Park and the
surrounding landscape is known as Gariwerd. Within this
landscape, six distinct weather periods are recognised.

This is the Gwangal Moronn period — season of native
bees. For more information on the Gariwerd six seasons
visit brambuk.com.au/gariwerdsixseasons.htm and
www.bom.gov.au/fiwk/calendars/gariwerd.shtml

Gwangal Moronn: Honey Bee Season

During Gwangal Moronn the country is beginning to cool
down after the summer heat and the sky is full of sunrises,
bees and flocking birds.

Berries begin ripening and plants flower, including
cranberry heath, hop goodenia, pink heath, flame
grevillea, candlebark and manna gums. Marsupials are
active, with young bandicoots out of the pouch,
antechinus running about and possums beginning to
breed.

In the sky, red wattle birds flock, juvenile flame robins
emerge, insectivorous birds pass down gullies and pied
currawongs come down from the mountains. Many birds
are moulting feathers and honeyeaters and wrens are
searching for moths and insects.

Park news and updates

Coronavirus (COVID-19). As at 24 March 2020

The safety of visitors and staff is Parks Victoria’s highest
priority. Following advice from Victoria’s Chief Health
Officer, Parks Victoria has closed a number of high
visitation sites across the state for public safety.

In the Grampians National Park, Mackenzie Falls will be
closed for the Autumn Victorian School Holidays -
between Friday 27 March and Monday 13 April 2020.

Parks Victoria public programs, including ranger-led
school excursions and events, will be postponed for the
period from Tuesday 17 March until further notice. This
includes school excursions, Junior Rangers activities,
welcome walks, guided tours, citizen science and Parks
Victoria led volunteer programs.

Parks

VICTORIA

In the Grampians National Park, this includes: the Autumn
school holiday Junior Ranger program, TrailRider events,
ranger-guided walks, the campground host program, the
volunteer track ranger program, pest management
programs and the Great Gariwerd Bird Survey (GGBS).

Stay informed:

Due to the rapidly changing nature of the situation, there
is the possibility of further changes, pending advice from
health authorities.

For the latest Parks Victoria information, visit
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/safety-in-
nature/covid-19-update

The Department of Health and Human Services publishes
public information and advice on coronavirus. This
information is updated regularly.

Visit https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-public-

coronavirus-disease-covid-19 for information and

resources.

Bio-diversity Response Planning Projects

Biodiversity Response Planning (BRP) is well underway in
the national park. Professional contractors have recently
concluded a second round of deer control in priority
conservation areas. Over six days, 31 deer were removed
from the park.

Environmental mulching of the invasive weed, Sallow
Wattle, has commenced. Whilst mechanical mulching can
be visually confronting, this method is used for areas with
extremely high densities of Sallow Wattle. Care is taken to
leave native vegetation within these areas.

These projects have been funded by the Victorian
Government’s Biodiversity Response Planning program
and is helping to ensure that Victoria’s natural
environment is healthy, valued and actively cared for.

Campground Fireplace Refresh

The operations team have begun the replacement of
fireplaces within the parks campgrounds. Visitors will find
freshly installed concrete bases, steel rings, plates and pot
holders at fireplaces within Borough Huts, Smiths Mill and
Boreang Campgrounds.




Did you know? According to the National Parks (Parks)
Regulations 2003 it is illegal to have a campfire outside of
a constructed public fireplace in Victoria’s National Park
and State Parks. Do the right thing and only use
designated steel ring fireplaces.

Clean Up Australia Day

2020 marks 30 years since volunteers have been picking
up rubbish from all over Australia!

In late February, Parks Victoria staff joined together with
Regional Roads Victoria, Grampians Wimmera Mallee
Water, Northern Grampians Shire, Halls Gap Primary
School and Friends of the Grampians Gariwerd to target
areas effected by windblown and dumped rubbish
throughout Halls Gap and the Grampians National Park.
The local activities were highly successful and contributed
to:
v" 16 kilometres of roadside cleared from rubbish
south of Halls Gap
v 5 kilometres of foot/bike path cleared from
rubbish
700 metres of Bellfield foreshore cleared from
rubbish
4 kilometres of walking track cleared from rubbish
6 major visitor sites in Grampians National Park
cleared from rubbish
Over 200 kilograms of rubbish collected
WOWw!

Parks

VICTORIA

Thank you to all our hard-working volunteers. Collecting
windblown and dumped rubbish certainly makes a
difference to the ecosystem we all love and want to
protect!

Ngamadjidj Shelter Works

In addition to new interpretive signage, recent works at
around Ngamadjidj Shelter walking track and carpark
resulted in the installation of new signage, bollards and
seating. These new additions have spruced up the site and
provided much greater functionality for visitors.

Sustainable Firewood

With Autumn upon us and the cooler months approaching
firewood is at the forefront of many people’s minds.

In regional areas of Victoria, heating your home with
wood can be an excellent option because it is a renewable
resource if sustainably harvested. Unfortunately, this is
not always the case, with wood often sourced from
unsustainable resources that result in habitat destruction
and rare species extinctions.

But you can help!

If you collect your own wood visit Forest Fire
Managements website to find out more:
https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood/firewood-
collection-in-your-region

If you buy wood, ask the seller about the origin of the
wood. Where did it come from? Is it plantation timber or
from a native forest? Did the tree have hollows that may
be used by native wildlife? Are new trees being planted to
replace the ones that were harvested?

ORIA

State
Government




New Grampians Management Plan

In partnership with Traditional Owner groups, Parks
Victoria is preparing a new management plan for the
Grampians landscape, an area that covers the Grampians
National Park and adjacent parks and reserves.

The new management plan will underpin strategic
planning for the Grampians landscape over the next 15
years to ensure that precious environmental and cultural
values of this iconic landscape are preserved for future
generations to enjoy.

If you are interested in learning more about the project
you can visit Engage Victoria -
https://engage.vic.gov.au/grampians-management-plan.

On the website you can see a video of the workshop
presentations, read the discussion papers and register for
updates. There will be further opportunities to provide
feedback on the draft plan in 2020.

C.RAMPIA N S D E A 5
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Making the fourth and longest walk in the Walk Victoria’s
Icons series, the Grampians Peaks Trail will provide a
world-class walking experience of 160kms that can be
experienced in sections, or as one 13-day journey.

Key project updates:

Track clearing and construction is progressing on schedule
with crews working in various locations. The current focus
of works is in the south, near Dunkeld and Mt Abrupt.
Works are progressing at Mt Christabel, Stockyard Saddle
and Cassidy Gap Hike-in Camps. A temporary relocation of
the Stony Creek Group Camp is in place while the new
group camp is constructed.

Parks

VICTORIA

For more detailed information on the Grampians Peaks
Trail please visit parks.vic.gov.au/projects/grampians-
peaks-trail

Seasonal Fauna Species

Yellow-footed Antechinus (Antechinus flavipes)

A small native mammal with a body up to 16 cm and a tail
up to 14 cm. Grey fur on the head and shoulders through
to yellowish-brown to reddish-orange on the rest of the
body. Narrow ring of pale fur around the eyes and a
brown tail covered with fur.

More active during the day than most related species,
they forage on the ground and in the trees, moving
around with jerky movements. Common in south-western
and eastern mainland Australia, they are found in leaf
litter and fallen logs in forests, heath, woodlands and
coast plains.

Seasonal Flora Species

Cranberry Heath (Astroloma humifusum)

A dense ground-hugging scrub up to 70 cm high and 1.5 m
wide with blue-green narrow prickly leaves up to 5-18 mm
long. Flowers that are red and tube shaped are usually
present between January and July. Common and
widespread, from coastal to inland areas, particularly in
heathy to grassy woodland and open forest.

State
Government




Events and Activities Employment Opportunities

To find out the latest employment opportunities with
Self-Guided Activities Parks Victoria visit parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-
Venus Bath ClimateWatch Trail nature/careers
Be a citizen scientist - visit
climatewatch.org.au/trails/grampians-national-park-
venus-baths for more information.

Report an Issue

Noticed an issue such as fallen tree, damaged road or sign
in a park or reserve you have visited? Report it to Parks
Victoria via the Snap Send Solve phone app. Visit
https://www.snapsendsolve.com/ for more information.

Junior Ranger Activity Sheets

Encourage kids to continue to connect with nature.
Download fun and educational activity sheets to do at
home! Visit https://juniorrangers.com.au/

Further Information
To stay up to date with the latest park information:

Call 13 1963

Visit Brambuk the National Park and Cultural
Centre, 2.5km south of Halls Gap. Ph: 03 8427
2258.

Go online at www.parks.vic.gov.au. Be sure to
check the weekly road report and monthly
park access update on the Grampians page.

2 Kl 6 Qa hLISYy Ay |
-t f DITLI 2/N&YS YA & (dza A - 4% I 2zRBIR R@ K EIY bk ¥V (i dzZNRI @
- f f DI LJ BdblyYS Nd-Z t{ LI NB
-t f DI LJ-mnlaYG (h2Y GoSLIY
- f f DILI-b6xaKiasSyide YARRI &
-ffa DIFL {-S$NWAOGE fllvaz2y
LANRG 2F -pHiycta HYWRALK]1SHSI &

. dzR2l . dzR2l K&a ARNQIDSR/ fliry RO { 9
YAOd® ¢KAA YSIya I LK2yS
FLJldae® LF y2id GKSe& OFy
9be¢L! [ G2 O2yadzZd FI O0S (2
3 NBOSLlk 2y RSNl Fpmemids f AyyR3 SKSAY
O2NNBOG Fd oYS 2F LINAYyoay3dIod




A T Py W 1)

'HISTORY

A Ilenalssance man What a quote: “The

Soldier to farmer to ) o : Virus doesn,t move,

ABC broadcaster

people move it. We
stop moving, the virus

stops moving, the

virus dies, It's that

Ia ; - i et ST _54 “. = -+
MOKNOKHAHANA 2AYYSNY al Af SImple-
DN} KI'Y tI N} Sa DNIYyRTI G

Wimmera CMA status: Regionally controlled

Glenelg-Hopkins CMA status: Regionally controlled

Distribution notes: Spread as a food plant in colonial times is mainly restricted to waterways in the upper
Wimmera catchment in the Glenpatrick, Nowhere Creek, Elmhurst, Warrak areas and also around Halls Gap,
Pomonal and Moyston. Sometimes found in paddocks away from watercourses but favours damper areas.

Seed viability:< 5 years

Time to reproductive maturity: 2 years +

Control options: Slashing and burning are not complete control options and are only really effective in reducing
infestations to gain access for stock and herbicide application. Hand removal of plants and cutting stems and
applying neat Glyphosate herbicide are very effective for isolated plants and small infestations. Project platypus
generally use Metsulfuron Methyl 600g/kg at a rate of 15g + penetrant (Consume, Pulse etc) + dye per 100 litres of
spray mix. Timing is critical with Blackberry so only spray when actively growing from November through to the
end of March for best results.




