
 

Welcome to the July edition of Fill the 
Gap.  I hope we are all enjoying 
“chinnup”  with the cold and cockatoos.  

July is a busy month with NAIDOC 
celebrations, school holidays and events 
in the region.  

NAIDOC celebrations across the nation 
from 3-10 July.  We have put a history 
and explanation of the 2022 theme in 
this edition.  Also a colouring page for 
the children.  See pages 2-5. 

On Thursday 7th July we have a NAIDOC 
flag raising at Budja Budja Medical 
Centre followed by music, 
entertainment and activities at Norval.  
You will need to RSVP for Norval see  
page 3.  

There are a number of fun things for the 
children/youth to do during these 
school holidays at Brambuk, Budja Budja  
Neighbourhood House and in Stawell.  
Check out pages 8-10.  

We need new members for the Fill the 
Gap Committee if you want help 
contact Alison on 0417 883 445.  

Ed. 

 Wrap up... 
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175.5 mm for June bringing the 
progressive total to 426.5 mm for 2022. 

This compares to the same period last 
year of 205 mm with a progressive total 
of 483.5 mm. 

As of the 29th of June Lake Bellfield is 
holding 52,290ML or 67% full compared 
to the same period last year of 46,090 
ML or 59% full. 

The total system is holding 170,870ML 
or 30.50% full compared to the same 
period last year of 167,080ML or 
29.82% full. 

Mount William received 4.8 mm for 
June (once again I think there was a 
malfunction in the recordings between 
June the 1st and June the 30th) 

The highest temperature of 8.6 C was 
recorded on the 18th June and the 
lowest of -2 C was recorded on the 1st 
of June. The highest wind speed of 
96km/ h was recorded on the 5th of 
June 2022. 

June 2022 - Rainfall by Chas: 

Articles for August FTG need 
to  be received by the 25th 
July 2022 See page 17 for 
details 



Extract from: https://www.naidoc.org.au/ 

What is NAIDOC Week? 

NAIDOC Week celebrates the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. NAIDOC Week is celebrated by all Australians and is a great opportunity to learn more 
about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Theme: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have a proud history of getting up, standing 
up, and showing up. 

From the frontier wars and our earliest resistance fighters to our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities fighting for change today—we continue to show up. 

Now is our time. We cannot afford to lose momentum for change. 

We all must continue to Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! for systemic change and keep rallying around our 
mob, our Elders, our communities. 

Whether it’s seeking proper environmental, cultural and heritage protections, Constitutional change, a 
comprehensive process of truth-telling, working towards treaties, or calling out racism—we must do it 
together. 

It must be a genuine commitment by all of us to Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! and support and secure 
institutional, structural, collaborative, and cooperative reforms. 

It’s also time to celebrate the many who have driven and led change in our communities over 
generations—they have been the heroes and champions of change, of equal rights and even basic human 
rights. 

Getting Up, Standing Up, and Showing Up can take many forms. 

We need to move beyond just acknowledgement, good intentions, empty words and promises, and 
hollow commitments. Enough is enough. 

The relationship between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and non‑Indigenous 
Australians needs to be based on justice, equity, and the proper recognition of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples’ rights. 

Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! with us to amplify our voices and narrow the gap between aspiration and 
reality, good intent and outcome. 

Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! 
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Signage: 

Have you 
checked out 
our signage in 
the shelter 
near the gate 

to Venus Baths? We have moved the signs created 
by Ken Woodcock back in 1996 to the other side 
and added a tribute to Ken. He and his wife Margo 
did so much for Halls Gap, our noticeboard signs, 
the signs under the lift-off covers about plant 
families, books for the Community Association on 
birds and flowers. We are most grateful. This has 
made space for our signs about how the local First 
Nations folk used some of our plants to go up 
where walkers doing the Peaks trail come past. We 
have ordered individual signs to go beside plants of 
importance to first nations folk, but they won’t 
come until August. 

We had a visit from Parks Victoria staff from 
Melbourne head office looking at how to welcome 
walkers doing the Peaks Trail to Halls Gap, and in 
particular how the Peaks Trail comes through the 
garden. Lots of ideas and it will be interesting what 
comes out of it. 

The Moth Trail event saw lots of people come 
through the garden in the dark. Our hollow tree 
was lit up and both Janet and I were projected  
onto trees to talk, me about the garden, janet 
about the wildflower show and HG history. I do 
hope someone else is going to do a report on the 
Moth Trail, as many of the displays were so good. I 
particularly enjoyed the illustrations of Grampians 
wildflowers that the school children had projected 
onto a wall. 

We still have a problem 
with the number of 
volunteers available for 
our Friday working bees, 
Quite a few of our regulars 
are away, or about to leave. 
But we don’t want our 
visitors to be disappointed. How about some of you 
adopting a bed and coming at a time that suits you, 
any day of the week? That would be a tremendous 
help. Just let me know and I can arrange access to 
our sheds, so we can have a record of who has 
been in to help and you can use our tools and 
gloves. 

Margo S 

WILDFLOWER SHOW FUTURE 

We are not holding a wildflower show this year, but 
will be co-operating with the Australian plant 
Society in their show on the first weekend of 
October. Their theme will be Grampians Gariwerd 
plants. However we do hope to organise some 
guided walks through the Botanic garden the week 
before and the week after. Plus we hope to be 
selling guides of where to see wildflowers about in 
the Park. 

But we have been having quite a bit of discussion 
about the future of the show, and we would love to 
hear from you what you think the future is. The 
show has been running annually since the late 
1930’s. Post war until the late 1980’s it  ran for ten 
days, and was hugely popular. People chartered 
buses,  groups stayed in the motels. But now with 
people able to come and go more easily, better 
maps, more things on etc, the show has less visitors 
and is just the one weekend. Is it time now to call a 
halt?  

Volunteers, especially knowledgeable volunteers 
are harder to get, and some of our current 
volunteers are getting older and wish to retire,  

So, are any of you younger readers willing to take 
an active role in this? We probably would have 
financial assistance from the shire. Or do we call a 
halt, share our vases, posters etc with the Pomonal 
APS group? 

And if we do cease having the show, what are we 
going to do with all our photos etc? Should we 
make a history book?  

We’d love to hear your thoughts. 

Margo S 



 

Activities Update – 30th June 2022 
The month of June has once again been a busy one 
down at the shed, with members and others 
enjoying various activities. 
Monday’s we meet at the shed between 9-30am - 
3pm for a social day where a hot cuppa, biscuits 
and much talk to solve all the problems of the 
world is the main order of the day. Members are 
finding this a great time a comradery and mateship 
is very much at a high level within the shed. 
Wednesday’s between 1pm – 4pm Frances runs our 
patchwork making group, which is enjoy a growth 
in members at a great time had by all attending. 
Every second Wednesday we have members 
running a woodwork program with students from 
Pomonal Primary School in which all the children 
are making a nesting box. This is a very positive 
time enjoyed by both members and students. 
Thursday’s between 9-30am -3pm we have our 
project day. This is time in the workshop area 
where we have been doing quite a few community 
and paid projects. We are changing the focus of this 
time to concentrate on personal and small shed 
project for sale. Also, once a month we have a 
sausage sizzle for our members. 
Our All-Inclusive sessions for both female and male 
members are running very well and we have added 
another monthly session due to a demand. Sessions 
are now 6-30pm – 8-30pm on the 4th Tuesday of 
the month and 1-30pm – 4pm on the last Sunday of 
each month with a sausage sizzle lunch. 
We always enjoy doing our monthly sausage sizzle 
at the Pomonal Village Market on the last Sunday 
of each month from 8am – 1pm, which is a great 
social time as well as helping us to raise some 
always needed funds. 
The Mixed Bunch Art Group is now using our 
meeting room regularly, this is running very well 
with a great relationship being enjoyed by both 
groups. 
The shed is very welcoming to new members or 
anyone interested, feel free to drop in and have a 
look at what we are up to or for any information 
contact Russ on 0438 024 929. 
Russ Kellett 
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Best places to get information on COVID-19 and 
COVID-19 vaccination remains the Victorian 
Government Coronavirus website Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) Victoria | Coronavirus Victoria or the 
COVID Vaccine Hotline 1800 020 080 

The best places to get local COVID-19 
information in NGS includes: 

 Stawell Regional Health (testing) Homepage | 
Stawell Regional Health (srh.org.au), Stawell 
Regional Health | Facebook  

 East Wimmera Health Service (testing) EWHS 
Homepage, East Wimmera Health Service | 

FacebookStawell Medical Centre (vaccination) 
5358 1410 

 Patrick Street Family Practice (vaccination) 
5358 7555 

 St Arnaud Medical Centre (vaccination) 5495 
1766 

 St Arnaud Pharmacy (vaccination) 5495 
1911, Facebook page. 

 Budja Budja Aboriginal Cooperative (for 
existing clients and Aboriginal community) 
5356 4751 

 Grampians Community Health (occasional 
testing info, vaccination pop ups) Grampians 
Community Health – Supporting the Grampians 
and Wimmera communities. (gch.org.au), 
Grampians Community Health (facebook.com) 

 Northern 
Grampians Shire 
Council (general 
information, not a 
health service) 
Home 
(ngshire.vic.gov.au), 
Northern Grampians 
Shire Council | 
Facebook 

 
 
 
 

COVID-19 -  Information  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
https://srh.org.au/
https://srh.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/StawellRegionalHealth
https://www.facebook.com/StawellRegionalHealth
http://www.ewhs.org.au/
http://www.ewhs.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/east.wimmera.health.service
https://www.facebook.com/east.wimmera.health.service
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.facebook.com/St-Arnaud-Pharmacy-103904081190180__;!!BD_R724xmuB-!OShpmy--ms2PDselti6EzkKNnkGU4cTuRcHLzjMJlyXEjwB4VBtcC9mHK_GIO_zhQ7Dp$
https://gch.org.au/
https://gch.org.au/
https://gch.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/GrampiansCommunityHealth
https://www.ngshire.vic.gov.au/Home
https://www.ngshire.vic.gov.au/Home
https://www.facebook.com/ngshire
https://www.facebook.com/ngshire
https://www.facebook.com/ngshire
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Another busy month at the House.  

Connecting to Community Workshops: A 
wonderful time was had at Emma 
Stenhouse’s Coil Weaving.  If you missed it 
we have another wonderful workshop with  
Glenda Nicholls on Coil Weaving. There is 
still room so book your spot today.  We 
were unable to run our Tie Dying course 
with Jodi however we will have a new date 
later in the year.  We will also be running a 
Felting Workshop with Judith Burke on 
13th August.  If you have always wanted to 
give felting a try here is your chance.  

Winter School Holidays are upon us and 
we are focusing on NAIDOC this winter 
with NAIDOC art  work for our celebrations 
on 7th July. 

Mediation usually held on Monday night is 
in recess until 5th September.  Writers 
Group have had a change of time to 11am 
to 1pm on Mondays.  

Our next First Aid course is 15th August 
call Alison to book your space.  

Bird Walk on Thursdays have been 
popular.  Neil takes you out to see our 
feathered friends at play.  Neil will be away 
for all of August so we are looking for a 
leader to ensure this popular activity 
continues throughout August.  

If you or someone you 
know is in need of a 
little help we can 
arrange a food hamper 
Please call me to 
arrange help..   

I would like to start a Friends Budja Budja 
Neighbourhood House.  This will assist me 
in ensuring that we run events/activities 
for the community.  If you are interested 
please give me a call on 5356 4485.  

Alison  
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Extract from Community Conversations: 
Victorians will not be able to collect firewood from public land from midnight Thursday 30 June when 
the autumn collection season finishes. Firewood collection areas will reopen on Thursday, 1 Septem-
ber. 
 
As a result of the 2021 storms, more firewood has been made available to the community during the 
autumn collection season.  
 
DELWP has balanced the need to ensure the debris caused by the storms doesn’t pose a fire risk with 
the desire to provide the community with firewood and ensure fallen logs are still available to wildlife.  
 
Timber collected as part of the storm works is assessed for the highest and best end use including tim-
ber to supply local mills, construction and community firewood. 
 
People who collect firewood outside designated firewood collection areas or a firewood collection sea-
son or take more than the maximum allowable amounts can face fines of $727, or a maximum penalty 
of one year imprisonment or a fine of up to $9,087 or both, if the matter proceeded to Court. 
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Extract from Community Conversations: 

The next SWIFFT online seminar is being held on 
Thursday 28 July. 

Presented by the Arthur Rylah Institute, the Science that 
Matters seminar will share about the breadth of work 
and expertise within the organisation. 

Including Dr Zeb Tonkin about monitoring ecological 
outcomes of water for the environment across 
Victoria; Dr Tracey Regan on using science to address 
complex environmental problems; Dr Peter Griffioen 
on Identifying species from their calls with artificial 
intelligence; and more. To register for this free online 
seminar and more information on SWIFFT can be found 
at: https://www.swifft.net.au/ 

Upcoming State Wide Integrated Flora and Fauna Teams Online Seminar  

Extract from Community Conversations: 

Here are some suggested actions and support programs households can take to ease the pressure of 
rising energy bills. 
The Victorian Energy Upgrades program gives households access to discounted products to save 
energy, including efficient hot water and heating systems, door and window sealing, and in-home 
displays for real-time data on energy use. In 2021, households that made upgrades through the 
program saved an average of $110 on their annual energy bills. 

Households can also reduce energy bills significantly by installing solar PV or switching to electric 
appliances. The Government’s Solar Homes program offers households rebates on solar PV, solar hot 
water, batteries and efficient heating and cooling. 

Households are advised to: 

Take immediate and easy energy saving measures, such as switching off unused appliances, closing 
doors and windows, and washing clothes in cold water. Consider a thorough assessment of your 
home’s energy use with the Residential Efficiency Scorecard 

Visit Victorian Energy Compare to find the best energy plan and – from 1 July – to take advantage of 
the $250 Power Saving Bonus. Over the last 12 months, users of Victorian Energy Compare, who have 
switched to the best market offers, typically saved $330 on energy bills in the first year alone. 

Ask your energy company whether you are eligible for energy concessions (including a 17.5% discount 
off gas and electricity bills) if you have a concession card. 

If you are having trouble paying your energy bill, please talk to your energy retailer and discuss with 
them whether you can access the Utility Relief Grant Scheme, which provides up to $650 per utility 
every two years to eligible low-income Victorians. 
 

Victorian Energy Upgrades  

https://comms.delwp.vic.gov.au/ch/75970/1b3d7/2204913/u.AwlGMU1SKnU24e0eUi0y0Na2Zs6LUklp33cFpf.html
https://comms.delwp.vic.gov.au/ch/75970/1b3d7/2204914/u.AwlGMU1SKnU24e0eUiH4GWQmpGv4C_I6XGz6Ed.html
https://comms.delwp.vic.gov.au/ch/75970/1b3d7/2204799/u.AwlGMU1SKnU24e0eUisV3tY7_WbbU74E2Mbf3M.html
https://comms.delwp.vic.gov.au/ch/75970/1b3d7/2204915/u.AwlGMU1SKnU24e0eUiXO9ypkx4zUfxX5eZOg.s.html
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The Halls Gap Market was 
established in 1997 and is 
proudly brought to you by 
the Halls Gap Primary 
School. Located at the base 
of the Wonderland Range 
(Grampians) on the Halls 
Gap Recreation Oval, 
Grampians  Road, this truly 
unique market is a must.  

The Halls Gap Market is an outdoor market and 
boasts a range of high-quality stalls offering arts, 
crafts, fresh produce, plants, fine food, coffee and 
more. School families volunteer to run the website, 
booking system, set-up and general  organisation of 
the day. The students make and sell products, 
learning customer service, organisation and 
marketing skills along the way. There is also a 
fantastic raffle each market with great prizes. All 
proceeds go to the Halls Gap Primary School to 
purchase resources and engage relevant programs.  

Please check the website for information on 
becoming a stall holder:   

https://www.hallsgapmarkets.com.au/ 

Market Dates for 2022:  

Melbourne Cup Weekend - Sunday 30th October 

Market Dates for 2023: 

Labour Day Weekend- Sunday 12th March 

Easter Sunday - Sunday 9th April  

Queen’s Birthday Weekend - Sunday 11th June 

Halls Gap Market  

Halls Gap is 
a Cat Free 

Zone 



FILL THE GAP COMMITTEE 

Lee-Anne, Margo and Alison  

Please email your articles and photos to us 
by the 25th of each month to: 

neighbourhood.house@budjabudjacoop.org.au 

Upload your community events details to 
the Community Association webpage: 

www.hallsgapcommunity.org.au 
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Regular Events 

 Chas Mangle Justice of the Peace is available for witnessing documents in the Halls Gap 
Newsagency from 8am - 10am daily except Tuesday Ph. 0439 837 052 

 Peter Hilbig is also a Justice of the Peace and can undertake JP responsibilities by 
appointment.  Email peter@hilbig.id.au or telephone 0437 524 716.  

 History Room is open 2pm-4.30pm on MOST days. CLOSED Tuesday  

 Budja Budja Neighbourhood House - check the program at the house and online - https://
budjabudjaneighbourhoodhouse.org.au/ 

 Various  sport/fitness groups. Check the community website for details—
www.hallsgapcommunity.org.au 

Like our Halls Gap Community Association 
Facebook Page and/or Halls Gap Community 

Watch and Events Facebook Pages. 

To keep up to date with what is happening in 
Pomonal like Pomonal Community Connections 

Facebook page and/or Pomonal info & 
resources sharing Facebook Pages 

Fill The Gap newsletter acknowledges Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the first 

Australians. 

  We acknowledges the diversity of Indigenous 
Australia. 

 We respectfully recognise Elders past, present 
and emerging. 

  This newsletter was produced on Djab Wurrung 
country.  


