
 

I would like to thank all those who have 
contributed to our newsletter over the 
year and to the volunteers who have 
helped with the production and 
distribution.   
 

Do not forget to support your local 
retailers and markets this December.  
We have wonderful gift ideas at the 
Halls Gap Twilight Market Friday 2 
December 2022 5-8pm and the 
Pomonal Village Christmas Market on 
Sunday 18 December 9-1pm.  
 

Now that the weather is warming up (a 
bit) be aware of snakes coming out to 
play.  They are wonderful creatures so 
please don’t be tempted to hurt them.  
When you see a snake, never approach 
it or try to scare it off. This can provoke 
the snake to try and defend itself. Check 
out Nov 2022 edition for more 
information. 
 

Included in this edition is information on 
self care and looking for your next 
career move.  Check out pages 10 to 15. 
 

Please keep yourself safe during this 
celebration season and enjoy a well 
earned rest with family and friends.   Ed.  
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November 2022  

155.5 mm for November (this once 
again is the highest rainfall for 
November since “official records” for 
Halls Gap started in 1958).This brings 
the progressive total for 2022 to 1385.5 
mm. This compares to the same period 
last year of 70.5 mm for November with 
a progressive total of 1087.5 mm for 
2021. 

As of the 30th of November 2022 Lake 
Bellfield is holding 78,850 ML or 100% 
full compared to the same period last 
year of 60,309 ML or 77% full. 

The total system is holding 445,080ML 
or 79.43% full compared to the same 
period last year of 241,620 ML or 43.12 
% full. 

Mount William received 104.2 mm for 
November 2022. The highest 
temperature of 21 C was recorded on 
the 9th of November and the lowest of 
-1.3 C was recorded on the 2nd 
November 2022. The highest wind 
speed of   102 km/h was recorded on 
the 10th November 2022. 

STATS BY CHAS... 

Articles for January FTG need 
to  be received by the 16th 
December 2022 See page 17 
for details 

Its 
beginning 
to look like 
Christmas 
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If you have some time please assist with the 

weeding at the Grampians Gariwerd Flora Botanic 

Garden.  
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The heavy rain in recent times has played havoc 
with the walking tracks in the National Park.    In 
order to assist Parks Victoria with the huge task of 
repair, the Grampians Walking Tracks Support 
Group has programmed a working bee for all who 
are willing to assist on Saturday, 10th 
December.    The event will be held on the 
MacKenzie River trail between the Falls and 
Zumsteins, working downhill!!    The work will 
mainly involve vegetation trimming and clearing 
drains 
 
If you fancy an active day out in  magnificent 
natural surroundings there will be the usual need to 
register with ParkConnect website where all details 
can be accessed.     If you would like to talk the 
matter over with some one first, then please ring 
David Witham on 5356 4300, or Graham Parkes on 
0429 839 179.    You do not need to be superman/
woman in order to enjoy a very satisfying day. 
 
David Witham 

Grampians Walking Tracks 

Christmas Day service at 
Pomonal Uniting Church, 

Church Road, Pomonal is at 
9.30 am on Sunday 25th 

December 2022.  

 

All Welcome 

Gariwerd 
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Activities Update – 
30th November  2022 

 

 

November has been quite a busy month down at the shed with lots on offer for both members and the 
community in general. 

Monday’s social sessions run from 9-30am – 3pm each week and have had good attendances with everyone 
having a cuppa and biscuit solving all the world’s problems. 

Thursday’s project sessions run from 9-30am – 3pm and have also been well attended with members 
enjoying a cuppa before entering the workshop. The cuppa times seem to be getting longer than the 
workshop times at the moment. We have also introduced some regular safety sessions to keep safety in the 
fore front of everybody's minds. We enjoyed our monthly BBQ lunch together as well. 

Our monthly shed talk session is on the first Tuesday of each month from 10am – 12pm followed by a lunch. 
This month we discussed safety procedures in the shed, attendance was great with lots of positive input by 
all members. 

Wednesday’s patchwork session runs from 1pm – 4pm and has been running well for those members 
attending, and Frances has also started the new pudding club that will meet yearly from now on to make 
home made Christmas puddings. 

The Mixed Bunch Art Group is also enjoying using the meeting room for their art sessions and we enjoy a 
great relationship with them. 

Our fortnightly school sessions with Pomonal primary school have also been running very well with both 
members and students finding the time together very positive. 

We helped out with the resilience night at the hall doing the sausage sizzle, this was a fantastic time enjoyed 
by the whole community, we were thrilled to be involved. 

Our all-inclusive sessions held on the fourth Tuesday of the month from 6-30pm – 8-30pm are running quite 
well. 

We also had a visit from members of the Mornington men’s shed who we had a BBQ and cuppa with as we 
enjoyed the whole networking experience 

The shed is very welcoming to new members or anyone interested, feel free to drop in and have a look at 

what we are up to or for any information contact Russ Kellett on 0438 024 929. 
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Our last Halls Gap Writer's Group catch up for 2022 
is next week, Monday Dec 5th from 11am - 1pm. 

We've had a great year, shared lots of stories, and 
even more wonderful conversations. 

If you would like to join us next year, our dates for 
2023 will be: 

January Monday 9th 

February Monday 13th 

March Monday 13th 

April Monday 10th  

May Monday 8th and  

June Monday 12th  

all starting 11am - 1pm at Budja Budja 
Neighbourhood House until further notice. 

 

We wish everyone a lovely holiday period, and look 
forward to catching up again bright eyed and bushy 
tailed to do it all again in 2023! 

Halls Gap Writers Group  

WAMA Receives Funding To Build Gallery 
Building 

We are so pleased to announce that WAMA 
has received $6.75M funding from the 
Victorian State Government as part of the 
Regional Tourism Investment Fund, to support 
the delivery of a $9M Art Gallery facility. The 
funding will contribute significantly to building 
Stage 1 of the 16-hectare masterplan of the 
WAMA site to construct a state-of-the-art, 
climate-controlled art gallery, café, retail shop 
and large multipurpose conference centre, 
with parking, visitor access pathways, 
landscaping and a boardwalk.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
our supporters who have taken this journey with us 
and support the WAMA vision. As we enter the 
next chapter, we look forward to you joining us 
through this exciting time at WAMA.  

WE ARE HIRING! 

We continue to build on our native garden and 
wildlife strategies and are currently hiring a 
Maintenance Gardener. We are looking for an 
experienced, resourceful, and enthusiastic 
Maintenance Gardener for the 9ha site that is 
protected by a vermin proof fence. 

The role would suit someone interested in 
horticulture, loves nature, enjoys working 
independently but also with others and would 
love to be a part of this stimulating new 
project. Email Ange Turrell at 
ange.turrell@gmail.com  

AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHIC ART CALENDARS 
2023 

The highly popular 2023 Australian Geographic Art Calendars are 
now available to purchase through our online shop. Just in time 
for Christmas it is a fabulous gift for art, nature and bird lovers 
alike. 

Proceeds from each calendar go towards the WAMA project.  

mailto:ange.turrell@gmail.com?subject=Maintenance%20Gardener&body=null
https://wama.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c95e6b03d0b525fb0beda29c&id=ee39c36d97&e=adc223b00a
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Looking to 
enhance a 

skill or  learn 
a new skill? 

   

Check out these 
opportunities.   

 
Also contact your 
local community 

groups, Men’s shed 
and Neighbourhood 

House. 

Looking for a new 
hobby? 

 

 

 

Pick a hobby that 
makes you happy. 

  

It has been shown that a  
hobby can improve your 

physical health, assist with  
better sleep, lower stress, 
increase life satisfaction 

and widen your social 
network. 
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It has been a very busy 2022.  Lee-Anne and I worked 
hard to set up in our new space  in the first half of the 
year whilst still providing activities. 

Lee-Anne retired in May.   She is missed but not too much 
as Lee-Anne looks after the Book Club and is a great 
sounding board to me.   

We have been able to run 4 First Aid workshops, 
Introduced new activities such as  our Writers Group, Bird 
Watching and Qi gong.    

We have successfully run our Connecting to Community 
workshops.  The last one will be held on Tuesday 13th Tie 
Dying with Jodi Matthews from 10am to 2pm.  

2023 will be a big year for the Neighbourhood House as 
we will change from Budja Budja Cooperative to a new 
organisation.  There is much happening behind the 
scenes.  Watch this space.   Alison  

Looking for people to come on 
the new board of the 
Neighbourhood House.  Training 
and support available. If you are 
interested please contact Alison 
on 0417 883 445. 
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BUDJA BUDJA MEDICAL CLINIC    
 

 

20-22 Grampians Road    

Halls Gap 3381 

PH: 03 53 564751 

Kim is Budja’s Quit Smoking Support Person 

Call in for a chat if you would like to “Quit 
Smoking and stay Quit for good!” 

Keep an eye out for our New year Get Together 

 

December 2022 January 2023 

  
  5th – 9th       Dr Jennifer Parson 
  
  12th – 16th   Dr Jennifer Parson 
  
  19th – 23rd   Dr Jennifer Parson 
  
  

Closed 26th of Dec until 
3rd of Jan 2023 

  
  

  
   3rd – 6th     Dr Rachelle Bassett 
  
   9th – 13th   Dr Rachelle Bassett 
  
   16th – 20th   Dr Rachelle Bassett 
  
   23rd – 27th  Dr Rachelle Bassett 
                    Dr Ruth Sutherland 
  
   30th – 3rd    Dr Beth Quin 
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Budja Budja Aboriginal Cooperative is excited to announce we have been shortlisted as a Finalist in 
the Social Impact Measurement Network Australia (SIMNA) National Awards.  

“The SIMNA Awards celebrate the work of Australia’s social impact measurement trailblazers, 
innovators, best collaborators and most effective funders. The Awards shine a light on the leaders in 
the Australian social impact measurement ecosystem and recognise those organisations and initiatives 
achieving the best possible outcomes for all Australians, our communities and our environment. Social 
Impact Measurement Network Australia, SIMNA” 
Budja Budja have partnered with Victorian Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation 
(VACCHO) and four other Aboriginal Cooperatives to work on the Healthy Communities Initiative 
Pilot Program. 

“The program we developed here at Budja Budja with input from Community Members, saw us bring 
together our local First Nations Youth through a number of camps held locally”, said Sarah Garton, 
Social Emotional Wellbeing Youth Worker. “Bringing youth together to learn more about Culture, 
Kinship and Connection to Country to build their self-esteem, confidence and pride in culture is so 
important, especially when these young people are our future leaders”.  

“Being a finalist in the Innovation in Social Impact Measurement category is something our whole 
Community should be very proud of, without input from Elders, Stakeholders and the Young People 
themselves we would not have achieved this nomination” 

Reconnecting First Nations people to Culture, Country and Community has been associated with 
improvements in educational outcomes, increases in employment levels and reductions in specific risk-
taking behaviours. Overall, the aim of the Healthy Communities program is to continue developing the 
body of evidence that Culture, Country and Community play a significant role in improving health and 
wellbeing outcomes for First Nations people in Victoria.  

Visit this link to watch the video created from our Youth Camps 

https://www.vaccho.org.au/2022/09/06/budja-budja-creating-cultural-connections-for-our
-young-mob/ 

https://simna.com.au/simna-awards-2022/
https://www.vaccho.org.au/2022/09/06/budja-budja-creating-cultural-connections-for-our-young-mob/
https://www.vaccho.org.au/2022/09/06/budja-budja-creating-cultural-connections-for-our-young-mob/
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Not sure where to get advice on your next career change. There is 
help.  Providers will come to Halls Gap to talk about your needs. 
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Job opportunities, career advice 
and training for a brighter 

future. 

Local businesses are looking 
for staff in hospitality, cleaning 
and retail.   

 

Need help with your 
application?  There are 
services that will come to Halls 
Gap to help you.   

Call Alison at Budja Budja 
Neighbourhood house and 
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Halls Gap Market  

Halls Gap 
is a Cat 

Free Zone 

The Halls Gap Market was 
established in 1997 and is 
proudly brought to you by 
the Halls Gap Primary 
School. Located at the base 
of the Wonderland Range 
(Grampians) on the Halls 
Gap Recreation Oval, 
Grampians  Road, this truly 
unique market is a must.  

The Halls Gap Market is an outdoor market and 
boasts a range of high-quality stalls offering arts, 
crafts, fresh produce, plants, fine food, coffee and 
more. School families volunteer to run the website, 
booking system, set-up and general  organisation of 
the day. The students make and sell products, 
learning customer service, organisation and 
marketing skills along the way. There is also a 
fantastic raffle each market with great prizes. All 
proceeds go to the Halls Gap Primary School to 
purchase resources and engage relevant programs.  

Please check the website for information on 
becoming a stall holder:   

https://www.hallsgapmarkets.com.au/ 

Market Dates for 2023: 

Labour Day Weekend- Sunday 12th March 

Easter Sunday - Sunday 9th April  

King’s Birthday Weekend - Sunday 11th June 

Melbourne Cup Weekend - Sunday 5th November 

Our next three Pomonal Village Market 
Dates: 

 Sunday 18th December 2022 

 Sunday 1st January 2023 

 Sunday 29th January 2023 



FILL THE GAP COMMITTEE 

David, Pam, Margo and Alison  

Please email your articles and photos to us 
by the 25th of each month to: 

neighbourhood.house@budjabudjacoop.org.au 

Upload your community events details to 
the Community Association webpage: 

www.hallsgapcommunity.org.au 
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Regular Events 

 Chas Mangle Justice of the Peace is available for witnessing documents in the Halls Gap 
Newsagency from 8am - 10am daily except Tuesday Ph. 0439 837 052 

 Peter Hilbig is also a Justice of the Peace and can undertake JP responsibilities by 
appointment.  Email peter@hilbig.id.au or telephone 0437 524 716.  

 History Room is open 2pm-4.30pm on MOST days. CLOSED Tuesday  

 Budja Budja Neighbourhood House - check the program at the house and online - https://
budjabudjaneighbourhoodhouse.org.au/ 

 Various  sport/fitness groups. Check the community website for details—
www.hallsgapcommunity.org.au 

Like our Halls Gap Community Association 
Facebook Page and/or Halls Gap Community 

Watch and Events Facebook Pages. 

To keep up to date with what is happening in 
Pomonal like Pomonal Community Connections 

Facebook page and/or Pomonal info & 
resources sharing Facebook Pages 

Fill The Gap newsletter acknowledges Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the first 

Australians. 

  We acknowledge  the diversity of Indigenous 
Australia. 

 We respectfully recognise Elders past, present 
and emerging. 

  This newsletter was produced on Djab Wurrung 
country.  

Wildlife Rescue 

• Wildwood Wildlife Shelter – Gariwerd 

• Close to Halls Gap call Ian on 0413 921 171 

• Wildlife Victoria: 13000 WILDLIFE (1300 094 535)   

• Help for Wildlife: 5356 4749 

• WRIN: 0419 356 433  

https://www.facebook.com/WildwoodWildlifeShelter

