
 

A message from the Pomonal 

Resilience Group 

We want to 

thank all the 

people 

involved in 

helping us here 

in Pomonal 

after our pretty 

devastating 

fire. The HG 

CFA people on 

trucks, the 

generator loaned to the shop when the 

power went down, the Snappy Gappians 

who decorated the Hall for our 

Gathering and set the scene for a lovely 

relaxed Pomonal time with great food 

and music, the numerous offers of 

housing and the hosting of some of us 

living over in HG for a while. Dropping 

off of goods and vouchers and more. 

You’re great lovely caring neighbours to 

have . 

Thanks a million 

Pomonal Resilience Group 
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Just of the Peace 

March 2024 Rainfall by Chas: 2.5 mm 
for March 2024 bringing the 
progressive total to 105 mm. This 
compares to the same period last year 
of 23 mm for March and a progressive 
total of 74 mm.  

Lake Bellfield is holding 70,230 ML or 
89% full compared to the same period 
last year of 71,500 Ml or 91% full.  

Mount William received 7 mm for 
March 2024. The highest temperature 
of 31.4 C was recorded on the 9th of 
March and the lowest temperature of 
2.5 C was recorded on the 20th and 
21st of March 2024. The highest wind 
speed of 81 km/h was recorded on the 
19th of March 2024. 

By the time you read this I will be either gone 
from Halls Gap or nearly gone, My church at 
Pomonal is having a farewell for me on 
Sunday April 7, and then I will leave for 
Canberra.  

But before I go I want to thank the Halls Gap 
and Pomonal communities for all the lovely 
messages I have been receiving. I am really 
grateful.  

I will be returning from time to time for a few 
days but no longer living here. And you are 
always welcome to visit me in Canberra. My 
daughter has a couple of spare bedrooms. 

Margo 

STATS BY CHAS... 

Articles for May FTG need to  
be received by the 25th April 
2024 See page 16 for details 

Still looking for Volunteers to help with 
getting your Fill The Gap out each 

month.  Can you help?

We 
will 
miss 
you 

Margo 
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In light of the recent devastating fires in and around our local community, Run the Gap would like to 
support the recovery efforts with a pledge of $20,000 from the upcoming RTG24 on the weekend of 
26.05.24. The pledge is in line with RTG aims from supporting 2011 flood recovery in 2012 , as we reach out 
to our neighbours affected by the fires of Feb 13, 2024.  
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Halls Gap Landcare Group has put together an informative guide on how to deal with weeds that can be a 
major threat to our native vegetation of Grampians/Gariwerd National Park.  

 

It explains what makes a plant a weed and how to best to remove them safely.  It also provides a 
preventative solution of local native replacement species.  

 

Copies of 6 Ways you can help Halls Gap guide can be found at your Halls Gap Neighborhood house OR 
contact Halls Gap Landcare Group vie email landcare@hallsgapcommunity.org.au. You can follow them on 
Instagram and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1659979747863235 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1659979747863235
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Halls 
Gap is a 
Cat Free 

Zone 

Halls Gap Community Garden.  A 
great place to relax.  Watch the 
chickens do a little weeding and take 
home some herbs etc for your 
dinner.  

Its free and for all the community to 
share.  



 

 
Stawell Performing Arts FEST Get involved in the 
Performing Arts with 3 days of Workshops and 

activities!  
April 12-13-14 

 
Friday April 12  
$10 Day Pass - Limited FREE tickets are available to 12-25 year olds – Contact Grampians Youth Events to 
secure your FREE ticket. Day Pass includes access to  

 Physical Theatre Workshop – youth focused 10-18 years 
 Recording and filming skills – Tik Toks and Reels and a recording Sound Hunt (youth focused but adults 

welcome)  
Additional session for 14 years plus to adult - $10  

 Advanced Physical Theatre Workshops 6.30-8pm  
 
SATURDAY April 13 Join in and learn in the WORKSHOPS & perform in the evening Concert. Workshops 
throughout the day from 9.30 am to 4.00 pm Concert from 6.30 pm  

 Celtic Lever Harp Experience and **Beginner Workshop. 
 UKULELE - Beginner and Next Steps sessions available. 
 SINGING – 2 Workshop sessions available 
 DANCE – South American flavour. 
 CONCERT of workshop leaders and participants. 

 
Day pass $35-$40 or individual sessions $10-$12  
*Under 12 years 1 free workshops pass with accompanying ticket holding adult.  
**Day pass excludes Beginner Celtic Harp purchase separately - $30 inclusive of small harp hire.  
 
SUNDAY April 14 Performing Arts Round Table - A conversation about the Performing Arts in our region 
facilitated by Regional Arts Victoria - FREE  
 
Inviting all performing arts educators, creatives, musicians, venue operators, groups and interested persons to 
join us for an all in conversation to support the performing arts in our local area into the future. 
 
More information and booking can be found at:  
Stawell Performing Arts FEST 2024 Tickets, Stawell Entertainment Centre - Full Seating, STAWELL | TryBooking Australia  
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https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1201080
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Pomonal Men’s Shed 
3360 Ararat Hall Gap Road, 
Pomonal, Victoria 3381 
pomonalmensshed@gmail.com 
www.pomonalmensshed.au 
 

March has again been a very challenging time for both the shed and our entire community as we have had 
to deal with the impact of the catastrophic bushfires of Tuesday 13th February. We have continued passing 
on donated tools and shed items to bushfire victims which have been coming in from men’s sheds, service 
groups, businesses and individuals from all over the state and a few from interstate. Our members have 
been busy sorting out stuff into categories for easy viewing and making sure that all electrical items are test 
and tagged for safety. 

We attended a dinner at Ararat RSL this month with a guest speaker talking on “Supporting friend in crisis” 
for our members and their partners which was very well attended.  

The shed earnt some well needed funds by helping with the Grampians Arts week by setting up and packing 
up their venues – making it a fun social time in the process. 

We were in a Pumpkin growing contest with Ararat and Stawell men’s sheds in which Ararat Won and 
Stawell lost – meaning Stawell shed owes us both a BBQ. The judging was at the Moyston Easter Market. 

Monday’s from 9-30am we meet for our weekly social session where we usually solve a variety of the 
worlds problems over a hot cuppa and snack. Every Monday morning, we are running a woodwork session 
with students from Pomonal Primary school, which is a great time for the students and our members alike. 

Thursday’s from 9-30am we have had busy Project sessions with lots of different projects on the go in the 
workshop. We are slowly producing some items for sale at the monthly markets. We also have a BBQ lunch 
at least one of these sessions per month. 

Wednesday from 1pm in the meeting room we have had our Patchwork session with our female members 
doing a variety of patchwork and sewing projects enjoying some girl time over a hot cuppa and good 
humour. 

The all inclusive sessions to include our female members every 2nd Tuesday evening form 7pm – 9pm are 
running very well with good attendances. We have also seen members making extra time for more nightly 
sessions as required with the shed being used a lot more. 

We are pleased that the Mixed bunch Art Group are enjoying using our meeting room for their sessions. 

The last Sunday of each month we ran our (now quite famous) sausage sizzle at the Pomonal market. This 
helps us raise some much-needed funds as well as being a great social time for all involved. It is also a great 
way of showing potential new members through the shed and explaining some of our various activities. 
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WAMA UPDATE – Gallery Building and Nature Play 
Day, April 7 

On-site works continue at the WAMA site with things 
taking shape as the concrete slab has been poured for 
the gallery building.  The building will include a climate-
controlled art gallery that meets international 
standards, along with a café, retail store, and a large 
multi-purpose room for workshops and gatherings. 

The gallery will hold major exhibitions of art inspired by 
the natural environment, borrowing from leading 
galleries and collections in Australia and internationally. A new artist impression (shown here) from 
Architects MvS Architects + TAUT has been released giving a detailed depiction of what the building will look 
like once complete.  WAMA’s Stage 1 of the project is expected to be complete and open to the public in 
early 2025. 

NATURE PLAY DAY – SUNDAY APRIL 7, 11.00 – 3.00PM 

Join us for our revamped Nature Play Day, featuring a variety of engaging activities that are sure to captivate 
and delight. 

 Explore the art of bark painting using organic pigments 

 Unleash your creativity with clay moulding and glazing 

 Discover the art of weaving with natural 
materials 

 Engage in water play 

 Experience the joy of campfire cooking  

 Dive into the wonders of nature science 

Register your interest by contacting us at 
info@wama.net.au 

Nature Play Day is a FREE event offering a 
unique opportunity to engage in experiential 
learning, embark on thrilling adventures, and 
unleash creativity. All ages are welcome to join 
us for this enjoyable day connecting with the 
beauty of nature. 

NATURE PLAY DAY 

Sunday April 7, 11.00am – 3.00pm 

Cnr Neal Road and Halls Gap – Ararat Road 

Library Service for Halls Gap.  

I am interested in getting a regular library service to Halls Gap.  However first 
I need to know if the community would like such a service.  Then what do 
you think that service could look like.  Please contact Alison at Halls Gap 
Neighbourhood House on 0417 883 445 is you are interested is getting this 
service to Halls Gap.   Alison  



 

 
GRAMPIANS GRAPE ESCAPE SUPPORTS THE LOCAL COMMUNITY WITH 
FEEL GOOD FRIDAY  
 
Friday May 3, 2024, Halls Gap Feel-
Good-Friday is returning to 
Grampians Grape Escape to kick 
start the festival weekend with a 
show of local spirit, and resilience to 

help support the towns and exhibitors affected by the summer 
bushfires in the Grampians and Pyrenees. More than just a night of 
live music, this feel-good gathering will spotlight local artists, 
provide sales opportunities to the wineries impacted by the fires, 
and offer a place for the community to come together during this time of rebuilding. The stage is set to host 
local bands, Soulty, Trazepoid, No Plans, The Settlement, and Orange Whip, a festival favourite from a few 
years ago, eager for a big comeback.  
 
Feel-Good Friday tickets are now available, starting at just $40 for early birds. In partnership, Grampians 
Grape Escape (GGE), Tivey & Holland Nevetts Lawyers, and Christian’s Bus Co. are offering free entry and 
transfers to Feel-Good Friday this year for all residents of Pomonal. This gesture will provide them with a 
chance to catch up with friends and family from the region and enjoy a well-deserved night off. Kate 
Kirkpatrick, Festival Co-Director, Grampian Grape Escape, said: "The Grampians National Park, Gariwerd, 
was relatively unaffected by the bushfires, however some of the surrounding areas were, in particular 
Pomonal. Our local operators experienced a downturn in tourists over the weeks when roads were being 
cleared and bookings were cancelled due to uncertainty. Thankfully the region is well and truly open, and 
we're working hard to ensure Grampians Grape Escape fills beds, provides a place to come together and a 
chance to support local businesses through sales at stalls.”  
 
Feel-Good Friday's high energy sets the tone for the weekend with promises to blend great music and 
community camaraderie and showcase the connection and resilience of the region. Festival goers can 
support Pomonal Estate, Mountainside Wines, and the festival at the bar as well as order delectable foodie 
bits from select food trucks. This evening will also see the regions wine industry come together before the 
full festival village opens on Saturday and Sunday with guest chefs, masterclasses, kids' activities, grape 
stomping, and more. Festival goers are encouraged to purchase their tickets to ensure they don’t miss out 
and provide early, much-needed support to the locals and festival organisers.  
 
Pomonal residents can follow the Grampians Grape Escape social media channels for details on their 
tickets and transfers. Feel-Good Friday kicks off on Friday, May 3rd, between 4-8:30 pm. Grampians Grape 

Escape runs between 3-5 May. For more information 
and to purchase tickets, visit 
www.grampiansgrapeescape.com.au.  
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Grampians (Gariwerd) National Park Update 
  
Autumn planned burn program to commence soon 
  

Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic) will commence the Autumn Planned Burning Program in Grampi-
ans (Gariwerd) National Park and surrounding reserves as soon as conditions are suitable. 

These planned burns have been nominated and approved as part of the FFMVic three-year Joint Fuel Man-
agement Program for the Wimmera Fire District. Each burn has been designated to a year and season, 
though this may change depending on burn objectives and seasonal conditions. You can view the full three-
year plan at https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/bushfire-fuel-and-risk-management/joint-fuel-management-
program  

 The map attached, outlines the burns programmed for this year. Detailing the exact date and time of 
ignition can be difficult and the final decision to proceed may only be made on the day of the burn - once 
resources, weather conditions and local fuel moisture levels are deemed suitable. Once a burn is sched-
uled for ignition, FFMVIC will send out regular notifications. 

 Some of the planned burns this Autumn may involve the temporary closure of visitor sites, roads and 
campgrounds within Grampians Gariwerd National Park and other reserves. This may include detours 
or closures of hike in campgrounds along the Grampians Peaks Trail, and other vehicle-based 
campgrounds. 

 Closures will be enforced for the duration of ignition and may remain in place for some days.  Visitor 
sites will re-open once the burn is declared safe. 

 We recommend that you seek information and stay informed about the status of the planned burns 
scheduled near you.  

Stay informed about this Autumns planned burns schedule: 
  
Visit & Sign Up: 
Sign up to Planned Burns Victoria to set up automated notifications about upcoming planned burns on public 
land near you. There is no charge to sign up to receive text messages.  
Sign up via Planned Burns Victoria at www.vic.gov.au/plannedburns  

 Download: the VicEmergency App  
Set up a watch zone and choose to be notified about planned burns in the ‘alerts’ settings 
  
Call: the VicEmergency Hotline on 1800 226 226 and request an interpreter or assistance for hearing difficul-
ties via the National Relay Service 
  
Email: For specialist advice about planned burns in the Wimmera District you can contact Horsham FFMVic 
Office at wimmera.fuelmanagement@delwp.vic.gov.au or phone the office on (03) 8508 1222. 

For Information about park closures and campground bookings within Grampians National Park:  

Visit the Parks Victoria website: https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/grampians-
national-park#change-of-conditions 

Visit Brambuk the National Park and Cultural Centre – 277 Grampians Road Halls Gap, Ph 8427 2058 
or for bookings and cancellations advice contact the Parks Victoria Information Centre Ph 13 1963 
or email info@parks.vic.gov.au 

https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/bushfire-fuel-and-risk-management/joint-fuel-management-program
https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/bushfire-fuel-and-risk-management/joint-fuel-management-program
http://www.vic.gov.au/plannedburns
mailto:wimmera.fuelmanagement@delwp.vic.gov.au
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/grampians-national-park#change-of-conditions
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/grampians-national-park#change-of-conditions
mailto:info@parks.vic.gov.au
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Walking Group 
in Halls Gap 

We are looking 
to start a gentle 
walking group in 

Halls Gap.  Autumn is a great time 
to get some steps up and enjoy our 
beautiful town.  

Please contact Alison to register 
your interest.  

Looking for new members 
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We are in the process of updating the Halls Gap Community Noticeboard website.    You may have been 
contacted already to review and provide updates to your pages.  Your orgnisation not on the website and 

would like to be included contact us via email: hallsgapcommunity@gmail.com  

Have a community event coming up? 
Did you know you can upload the details of your event on the  Community Association webpage directly.   
Details are on the website OR if you are unsure contact Alison at the Halls Gap Neighbourhood House on  

0417 883 445 and she will help you through the process.  

www.hallsgapcommunity.org.au 
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Local Markets 



FILL THE GAP COMMITTEE 

David and Alison  

Please email your articles and photos to us 
by the 25th of each month to: 

hallsgapcommunity@gmail.com  

Upload your community events details to 
the Community Association webpage: 

www.hallsgapcommunity.org.au 
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Regular Events 

 Chas Mangle Justice of the Peace is available for witnessing documents in the Halls Gap 
Newsagency from 8am - 10am daily except Tuesday Ph. 0439 837 052 

 Peter Hilbig is also a Justice of the Peace and can undertake JP responsibilities by 
appointment.  Email peter@hilbig.id.au or telephone 0437 524 716.  

 History Room is open 2pm-4.30pm on MOST days. CLOSED Tuesday  

 Halls Gap Neighbourhood House - check the program at the house and online  

https://hallsgapnhe.org.au/ 

 Various  sport/fitness groups. Check the community website for details—

Like our Halls Gap Community Association 
Facebook Page and/or Halls Gap Community 

Watch and Events Facebook Pages. 

To keep up to date with what is happening in 
Pomonal like Pomonal Community Connections 

Facebook page and/or Pomonal info & 
resources sharing Facebook Pages 

Fill The Gap newsletter acknowledges Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the first 

Australians. 

  We acknowledge  the diversity of Indigenous 
Australia. 

 We respectfully recognise Elders past, present 
and emerging. 

  This newsletter was produced on Djab Wurrung 
country.  

Wildlife Rescue 
 Wildwood Wildlife Shelter – Gariwerd 

 Close to Halls Gap call Ian on 0413 921 171 

 Wildlife Victoria: 03 8400 7300  

 Help for Wildlife: 5356 4749 

 WRIN: 0419 356 433  

 BADGAR: 1300 223 427  

https://www.facebook.com/WildwoodWildlifeShelter

