
 

It is August and the early wildflowers 

are making their appearance and the 

birds are attacking their own images in 

our mirrors.  Spring will be upon us 

soon. 

There is a lot happening in Halls Gap 

and the region. Check out the local 

events and enjoy where we live.  

 Wrap up...  
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105.5 mm for July bringing the 
progressive total for 2023 to 635.5 
mm. 
This compares to the same period last 
year of 84 mm for July with a 
progressive total of 510.5 mm. 
As of the 26th of July 2023 Lake 
Bellfield is holding 75,990 ML or 97% 
full compared to the same period last 
year of 52,980 ML or 67% full. 
The total system is holding 413,020 
ML or 73.71% full compared to the 
same period last year of 174,400 ML 
or 31.13%. 
Mount William received 137.8 mm for 
July 2023. The highest temperature of 
10.6 C was recorded on the 25th of 
July and the lowest of -0.7 C was 
recorded on the 19th July. The highest 
wind speed of 96 km/h was recorded 
on the 8th July 2023. 

NEW EMAIL 

With the move from Budja Budja 
Neighbourhood House to Halls Gap 
Neighbourhood House we have a new email for 
your contributions to Fill The Gap.  
 

Please send you contributions or if you would 
like to go onto the mailing list to 
hallsgapcommunity@gmail.com 

We am looking for volunteers to help with the 
production and distribution of FTG.  If you think you 
can help call Alison on 0417883445.  

STATS BY CHAS... 

Articles for September FTG 
need to  be received by the 
25th August 2023 See page 14 
for details 



Meeting held Monday 4th September 2023 at 
4.30pm in the supper room at the Halls Gap 
Centenary Hall. 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION OF HALLS GAP 
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The September  meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 6 September at 7.30pm in the Supper 
Room at Centenary Hall, Halls Gap. 

All Residents and Ratepayers are invited to attend. 

HALLS GAP  RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION 
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Granny Square Day is an international online 
celebration on Instagram, which takes place every 
year on the 15th of August. 

Granny Square Day began back in 2014 by Susan 
Regalia on Instagram. Susan says, “I had just 
learned to crochet and was enamoured with the 
cheerful little granny square, and the idea of 
having a Granny Square Day was born”. 

While Susan knew her day had proven popular, 
she hadn’t anticipated the snowballing popularity 
of the event, which had over 6,000 posts in 2018. 
It was this avalanche that led to her handing over 
the reins to Simply Crochet, to ensure Granny 
Square Day could continue to reach its potential 
and continue its mission to unite crocheters the 
world over. 

The idea was for people to post a square photo of 
a granny square they had made and to tag it so 
that when people look at the hashtag what they 
would see looks like the biggest granny square 
blanket ever. 

GRANNY SQUARE DAY 2023 
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Greetings High Tea lovers! We are getting ready for the End-of-Winter High Tea (Sunday 

August 27 at 2pm, and bookings are open. Let me know asap if you want a spot this time. As you probably 
know, it's a great opportunity to catch up for a couple of hours over tea and good food! 

Bookings are essential - please let us know of any special dietary requirements. Still only $25 a head, BYO 
bubbles if you wish. 

Peace and scones, Sue K. 
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Botanical Garden 

Many thanks to the shire for their help in clearing an area overtaken by blackberries. We will be creating a 
new bed there with plants we are getting from the WAMA project. 

The help we received from the prison crew was useful and much appreciated.  

We have applied for a grant to put a mural by local artists on the outside wall of our shelter and will hear 
whether we are successful by the next FTG we hope. 

Pomonal Uniting Church 

Our new minister Damian Tann will be inducted in our sister church in Stawell on Friday 18 August at 7.30 
pm. All welcome. Then he will be taking our Pomonal service on te following Sunday 20 August at 10 a.m. 
Again, all welcome, 

AUGUST 2023 SEPTEMBER 2023 

  
1st – 4th Dr Katriona Ross 
  
7th – 11th Dr Luhong Min 
  
14th – 18th Dr Luhong Min 
  
21st – 25th Dr Ruth Sutherland 
  
28th – 31st Dr Gregory Stewart 
  
  

  
 4th – 8th Dr Gregory Stewart 
  
5th – 8th Dr Beth Quin 
  
11th – 15th Dr Beth Quin 
  
18th – 22nd Dr Gregory Malcher 
  
25th – 29th Dr Gregory Malcher 
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Wildlife with Neil - Frogs 

Of the 33 species of frog listed for Victoria the Wimmera has 14 species (from 6 different genus) 
recorded. Virtually all can be found around here including the Grampians. Nine Frogs to be listening 
out for now, mainly after dark are –  

Tree Frogs  

1. Southern Brown Tree Frog – Litoria ewingii is 25-45mm and can call 
throughout the year. The call is a series of rapid harsh, whirring 
pulsating notes repeated 5-15 times ‘Creeeee, creee, creee, cree, 
cree, cree’ The first note usually the longest. I have found them here 
at home (calling at the moment) and have often seen them in Halls 
Gap. 

2. The Growling Grass Frog -  Litoria raniformis is 55 -110mm and calls from August right through to 
April. It is mainly a beautiful bright emerald green in colour, and listed as endangered. Males are 
usually found calling while floating in open water amongst, reeds, bullrushes and other vegetation. 
The call is a growl of about 3 - 5 seconds duration - ‘crawark – crawark – crok – crok’ I have 
occasionally found them in our ponds and other areas around here but sadly they in decline. 

The Southern Frogs – Ground Dwellers 

3. The Pobblebonk or Eastern Banjo Frog – Limnodynastes dumerili is 
50 - 85mm and can be heard calling in all months possibly with the 
exception of July. The call is a short musical, explosive note producing a 
resonant “Bonk” usually repeated every few seconds. These guys call 
from our ponds at home and being a burrowing frog can be dug up in 
the garden or vegetable patch. 

 

4. Common Eastern Froglet – Crinia signifera is 18 -28mm, ground dwelling and is calling most nights 
from our ponds and can be heard calling throughout the year. The call is a series of three to five 
short pulsed calls, with a chirping quality, rapidly repeated “crick, crick, crick, crick, crick” It is one 
of the most commonly encountered small frogs. It is calling outside as I write this article at 4-30pm. 

5. The Plains Froglet – Crinia parainsignifera is 18 – 24mm, a ground dwelling frog which can be heard 
calling all year round and often during the day. They call from near the waters edge, and it is a long 
harsh squelching note “eeeeeeeeeek’ repeated every few seconds. 

6. The Mallee Spadefoot Toad/Painted Frog – Neobatrachus pictus is 48 – 58mm a ground dwelling 
species and can be found in arid and semi-arid areas, including woodland, mallee, shrubland and 
heathland, and open and disturbed areas including farmland. Eggs are laid in wetlands, dams, 
flooded ditches. They call from March to August, and is a long rapidly pulsed musical trill with a 
purring quality, lasting 2 -3 seconds “cra-aw-aw-aw-aw-aw-aw-aw-aw-aw-aw-awk’ They seem to 
have finished calling now, and have laid eggs in one of our ponds. 

7. Common Spadefoot Toad/Painted Burrowing Frog - Neobatrachus sudelli is very similar to 
N.pictus and so are their calls, it smaller – 35 – 40mm and will probably start calling in August right 
through to March. The call is shorter and a more slowly pulsed musical trill – “craa-aw-aw-aw-aw-
aw-aw-awk” 

There are two other species which are similar to each other–   

8. Spotted Marsh Frog - Limnodynastes tasmaniensis 30 – 47mm with a single, sharp call like two 
stones struck together – ‘click’ or ‘plock’ from July to May. 

9. Striped Marsh Frog – Limnodynastes peroni  47 -75mm common in Southern Victoria, it was only 
found in the Laharum area in 2008. Larger but similar to the previous species, the call is ‘tock’ or 
‘poc’ like a hen’s cluck. This species calls from August to June. 
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Activities Update – 31st July 2023 

July has been a busy month again down at the shed with 
our members involved in quite a few various activities. We 
are very pleased that we have been accepted as a 
registered charity by the tax department and as well have 
been DGR (Deductable Gift Recipient) registered which 

will greatly help us with our day to needs and future plans for the shed. 

Monday’s from 9-30am we meet for our weekly social session where we usually solve a variety of the 
worlds problems over a hot cuppa and snack. Every Monday morning we are running a woodwork 
session with students from Pomonal Primary school, which is a great time for the students and our 
members alike. 

Thursday’s from 9-30am we have had busy Project sessions with lots of different projects on the go in 
the workshop. We also have a BBQ lunch at least one of these sessions per month. 

Wednesday from 1pm in the meeting room we have had our Patchwork session with members doing a 
variety of patchwork and sewing projects. 

This month for our Shed Talk session we had a talk on exercise physiology by Samuel Padercic, and we 
shared a lunch together. 

Second Tuesday of the month from 10am we had our computer Smart phone session with Moya and 
also had a lunch together. Some members are becoming so computer literate that it’s scary.  

We are pleased that the Mixed bunch Art Group are enjoying using our meeting room for their 
sessions. 

The last Sunday of each month we ran our (now quite famous) sausage sizzle at the Pomonal market. 
This helps us raise some much-needed funds as well as being a great social time for all involved. It is 
also a great way of showing potential new members through the shed and explaining some of our 
various activities. 

We are very pleased that the social side of the shed is running very well and comradery is very high 
within the members and our support networks are meeting a variety of personal and mental health 
needs. 

The shed is very welcoming to new members, or anyone interested, feel free to drop in and have a 

look at what we are up to or for any information contact Russ Kellett on 0438 024 929. 
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WAMA Update 
The construction of the WAMA gallery building is progressing well, led by project managers, Case Meallin. 
Significant progress has occurred on a number of fronts including a final design that meets all our 
expectations, finalising planning permit conditions and issuing tender documents for the Head 
Construction Contractor.  
  
We are pleased to welcome Paula Toal to WAMA as our Operations Coordinator.  Paula will be 
instrumental in ensuring all WAMA’s integrated experiences, strategic programs and operational needs 
are prioritised and developed as much as possible in order to be passed on to staff for when we open in 
2025. 
  
All of these items are bringing us one step closer to delivering a wonderful cultural facility that celebrates 
the connection between art and nature. 
  
WAMA Art Prize Exhibition 
We are thrilled to announce that WAMA together with Ararat Gallery TAMA will be hosting the 2023 
WAMA Art Prize Exhibition. 
  
The WAMA Art Prize, 'Works on Paper', is a $25,000 biennial national award. The exhibition will run from 
Saturday 19th August to Sunday 19th November 2023. 
 
Inviting a multi-disciplinary range of nature-inspired Australian artists, the award celebrates connectivity 
with nature and raises awareness of the importance of conserving our precious, unique Australian 
environment. 
 
This open competition is judged by a panel of well-known members of the Victorian art industry.. The 
panel of judges include Dr Vicki Couzens, prominent artist and Gunditjmara Keerray Woorroong women; 
Robert Nelson, art historian and art critic; Suzanne Davies, contemporary art gallery director; and Dr 
Jacqueline Healy, art historian and Chair, WAMA Art Advisory Council. 
  
Winners of the major acquisitive prize and Awards of Excellence will be announced at the official opening 
on August 26. 
  
The exhibition will also be available to view on-line, within WAMA’s on-line gallery with the opportunity 
for the public to vote for the popular People’s Choice Award.   
All artworks will be available for sale on-line, with the exception of the major acquisitive prize winner. 
  
Please take the time to visit the exhibition featuring both local and national artists. 
  
WAMA Art Prize Exhibition 
August 19 – November 19,2023 
Ararat Gallery TAMA 
Admission is FREE 
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Halls Gap is 
a Cat Free 

Zone 

Halls Gap Market  

The Halls Gap Market was 
established in 1997 and is 
proudly brought to you by 
the Halls Gap Primary 
School. Located at the base 
of the Wonderland Range 
(Grampians) on the Halls 

Gap Recreation Oval, Grampians  Road, this truly 
unique market is a must.  

The Halls Gap Market is an outdoor market and 
boasts a range of high-quality stalls offering arts, 
crafts, fresh produce, plants, fine food, coffee and 
more. School families volunteer to run the website, 
booking system, set-up and general  organisation of 
the day. The students make and sell products, 
learning customer service, organisation and 
marketing skills along the way. There is also a 
fantastic raffle each market with great prizes. All 
proceeds go to the Halls Gap Primary School to 
purchase resources and engage relevant programs.  

Please check the website for information on 
becoming a stall holder:   

https://www.hallsgapmarkets.com.au/ 

Market Dates for 2023: 

AFL Grand Final Weekend - Sunday 1st October 

Melbourne Cup Weekend - Sunday 5th November 

Future Dates for 2024: 

Labour Day Weekend—Sunday 11th March 

Easter - Sunday 31st March 

King’s Birthday Weekend - Sunday 10th June 



FILL THE GAP COMMITTEE 

David, Pam, Margo  and Alison  

Please email your articles and photos to us 
by the 25th of each month to: 

hallsgapcommunity@gmail.com  

Upload your community events details to 
the Community Association webpage: 

www.hallsgapcommunity.org.au 
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Regular Events 

 Chas Mangle Justice of the Peace is available for witnessing documents in the Halls Gap 
Newsagency from 8am - 10am daily except Tuesday Ph. 0439 837 052 

 Peter Hilbig is also a Justice of the Peace and can undertake JP responsibilities by 
appointment.  Email peter@hilbig.id.au or telephone 0437 524 716.  

 History Room is open 2pm-4.30pm on MOST days. CLOSED Tuesday  

 Halls Gap Neighbourhood House - check the program at the house and online  

https://hallsgapnhe.org.au/ 

 Various  sport/fitness groups. Check the community website for details—

Like our Halls Gap Community Association 
Facebook Page and/or Halls Gap Community 

Watch and Events Facebook Pages. 

To keep up to date with what is happening in 
Pomonal like Pomonal Community Connections 

Facebook page and/or Pomonal info & 
resources sharing Facebook Pages 

Fill The Gap newsletter acknowledges Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the first 

Australians. 

  We acknowledge  the diversity of Indigenous 
Australia. 

 We respectfully recognise Elders past, present 
and emerging. 

  This newsletter was produced on Djab Wurrung 
country.  

Wildlife Rescue 
 Wildwood Wildlife Shelter – Gariwerd 

 Close to Halls Gap call Ian on 0413 921 171 

 Wildlife Victoria: 03 8400 7300  

 Help for Wildlife: 5356 4749 

 WRIN: 0419 356 433  

 BADGAR: 1300 223 427  

https://www.facebook.com/WildwoodWildlifeShelter

