
 

Spring brings beautiful weather, 

stunning wildflowers.  It is  great 

opportunity to enjoy , to meet people in 

our community or try something new.  

Gatherings 2023 are looking for 

volunteers.  Training provided. 

Training sessions will run from 6pm-

7.30pm in the meeting room Centenary 

Hall.  Choose one of these dates 5th, 10 

or 18th October 2023.  More 

information on page 7 of this issue.  

Ed. 
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63.5 mm for August bringing the 
progressive total for 2023 to 699.0 
mm. 

This compares to the same period last 
year of 219.5 mm for August with a 
progressive total of 730.0 mm 

As of the 30 of August 2023 Lake 
Bellfield is holding 76,840 ML or 98% 
full compared to the same period last 
year of 56,670 ML or 72% full. 

The total system is holding 425,770 
ML or 75.99% full compared to the 
same period last year of193,700 ML or 
34.57 %. 

STATS BY CHAS... 

Articles for October FTG need 
to  be received by the 25th 
September 2023 See page 11 
for details 
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On Saturday 26th August the local community of Halls Gap and 
surrounds and Reconciliation Victoria gathered.   Co-Chairs Uncle Shane 
Charles and Professor Andrew Gunstone provided information on the 
upcoming referendum on The Voice.  

There was robust discussion and mostly 
respectful discussion on the pros and cons of 
changes to our constitution.  

After the speakers there were more discussions 
in smaller groups whilst enjoying a delicious lunch.  

To finish the event Janet Witham  read out Oodgeroo Noonuccal/Kath Walker’s (1920-
1993) poem written in the 1960 “A Song of Hope”.  Ooderoo Noonuccal under her 
name Kath Walker was the first known published indigenous poet.   This poem was 
published an a collection of her poems “We Are Going” in 1964.   Its as relevant today 
as to when it was written in the 1960’s. 

More information on Reconciliation Victoria can be found at http://
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As Grampians Brushes will be held from 8th September to 14th September 
2023 Our Programs will have a change of venue.  

Friday 8th September - 10am Qi Gong Botanic Gardens 

Friday 8th September - 1.30pm Finska in the Pop up Park 

Monday 11th Writers Group 11am-1pm 

Monday 11th Meditation 7pm - HGNH office 

Tuesday 12th Gentle Exercise 1.30pm - Botanic Gardens 

Wednesday 13th Craft n Chat-10am-12noon  - HGNH office 

Thursday 14th Run Around Crazy—will not be going ahead. 
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Meetings held Monday 4th September and 4th 
December 2023 at 4.30pm in the supper room at 
the Halls Gap Centenary Hall. 

All locals are welcome. 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION OF HALLS GAP 

Meetings will be held on Wednesday 6 September 
and 6 December 2023 at 7.30pm in the Supper 
Room at Centenary Hall, Halls Gap. 

All Residents and Ratepayers are invited to attend. 

HALLS GAP  RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION 

Wednesday 30th August 2023 40+ deer mothers 
and juveniles sighted lower paddock opposite  
NRMA caravan park near Delleys Bridge.   

Its getting beyond a joke.  ParksVic needs to take 
action to restrict the damage these ferals do to 
our National Park.  

Feral Sighting 

Unfortunately we were not 
successful with the grant to put 
a mural by local artists on the 
outside wall of our shelter but 
we will be applying soon to the 

shire who are seeking more public art displayed in 
the shire. 

The very popular Pomonal show of native plants 
will be on the first weekend of October. This year 
the theme is eucalypts so we are going to have our 
eucalypts in the garden labelled and will design a 
walk to enjoy them, and publish it to be available 
at their show.  

As you know, now that we no longer have a 
wildflower show in Halls Gap we have a large table 
at their show where we can display Grampians 
flowers, and I hope we can sell wildflower walk 
notes with profits going to the HG Botanic Garden. 

Because we expect more visitors to the garden, 
and because many of our volunteers have been 
away, we will be having working bees every Friday 
this month, plus some Mondays and Tuesdays. 

Can you put these dates in your diaries please: 

Friday 8 September, Tuesday 12 September, Friday 
15 September, Monday 18 September, Friday 22 
September, Monday 25 September, Friday 29 
September. We start about 9.30 and finish ast 
lunchtime. If you want to help but these dates 
don’t suit please contact me on 0429201139. 
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BUDJA BUDJA MEDICAL CLINIC 

20-22 Grampians Road 

Halls Gap 3381 

PH: 03 5356 4751 

SEPTEMBER 2023 OCTOBER 2023 
  
4th – 8th Dr Gregory Stewart 
  
5th – 8th Dr Beth Quin 
  
11th – 15th Dr Beth Quin 
  
18th – 22nd Dr Gregory Malcher 
  
18th – 22nd – Dr Tristan Barnes 
  
25th – 29th Dr Gregory Malcher 

  
 2ND – 6TH – Dr Gregory Malcher 
  
9th – 13th – Dr Timothy Lowe 
  
16th – 20th – Dr Christine Harvey 
  
23rd – 27th – Dr Christine Harvey 
  

Tulku Wan - SEWB CENTRE 
Budja Budja are excited to announce that the new Tulku Wan - Social Emotional and Wellbeing (SEWB) 

Centre has recently opened (at the back of the Medical Clinic). The Tulku Wan SEWB Centre offers a range of 

interventions and programs to support our community’s overall wellbeing. These include access to a 

psychologist, social worker and counsellors for those referred on mental health care plans, youth support 

and programs (for 5-25 year olds), cultural support and connection, drug and alcohol counselling, and health 

promotion events. Keep an eye out for upcoming programs and events for mob. 

Northern Grampians Shire Council have received funding for the return of Gatherings 
for 2023 in Halls Gap and St Arnaud. 

Gatherings 2023 Moth Trail Halls Gap: Snappy Gappians and ACT Natimuk have joined 
forces with the support of Halls Gap Neighbourhood House and the broader Halls Gap 
community to deliver a return of the hugely successful Moth Trail for Gatherings 2023. 

Despite the original Moth Trail 2022 being a Winter event, it attracted many visitors and generated much 
excitement. In 2023, we build on the energies and success of the Gatherings 2022 to re-activate the public 
spaces of Halls Gap in a Moth Trail of spectacular community generated and participatory projection and 
light artworks.  

When  Saturday Oct 21st 2023  7 – 10.30 pm (Wet weather contingency Sun Oct 22nd)  

Where   Gather from 7 pm at the Pop Up park for AR activated mural and music. 

Lights on for the Moth Trail from 8.30 and follow the trail past the swimming pool, into the 
Botanical Gardens and Primary School.   

Want to get involved and learn some new skills in projection? 

ACT Natimuk will run a projector skills workshop to skill up a crew of volunteers to do a 1 hour shift each on 
supporting a projection/light artwork on the night. 

Also seeking volunteers to be part of a team that help set up on the 20th and 21st Oct. 

For local information or to get involved please contact: 

Blanche Leithead: Snappy Gappians  
Gatherings 2023 Local Producer 
0448 480 102 
snappygappians@gmail.com 

mailto:snappygappians@gmail.com
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Community Singing 

10th September, 12.00-3.00pm 
If you like singing and would like to take part in a fun community event, join the group who will be singing 
Giant of the Forest, to be recorded on the 10th, and played in a surprise venue on 30th September. 

The recording will take place in the welcome acoustics of our local community church. Singers will meet at 
12.00 to learn and practise the song, and then be recorded.  

You can also go to songlibrary.net for the music and practise beforehand. 

For more info, contact Dee on 0407 407 185 or deeannkelly@icloud.com 

 
Giant Of The Forest 
 
Words and Music by Glyn Lehmann 
 
I fell to the earth  
A tiny seed 
Five hundred years ago 
Struggling and striving to grow straight and strong 
Here in my mountain forest home 
 
I am Centurion 
 
I have seen fires raging over ridges 
Skeletons left in their wake 
I have heard the steel blades 
Tearing through the tall trees 
The crack and the crash as they fall 
 
Still… 
I am Centurion 
Giant of the forest 
 
And when my life ends 
A seed will fall 
Onto the earth below 
Struggling and striving to grow straight and strong 
Here in my mountain forest home 
 
Rising up 
Striving for life-giving light 
Down, down, down 
Delving down deep  
Into Earth’s damp fertile soil 
 

http://songlibrary.net/
mailto:deeannkelly@icloud.com


 
Page 12  



Page 13  



Page 14 

Activities Update – 
31st August 2023 

August has been another 
busy month again down at the shed with our 
members involved in various activities. On Thursday 
7th September from 12pm we are having a BBQ 
lunch to celebrate 30 years of men’s sheds in 
Australia. We would like to invite the community to 
attend and help us celebrate this milestone. 

Monday’s from 9-30am we meet for our weekly 
social session where we usually solve a variety of 
the worlds problems over a hot cuppa and snack. 
Every Monday morning we are running a woodwork 
session with students from Pomonal Primary 
school, which is a great time for the students and 
our members alike. 

Thursday’s from 9-30am we have had busy Project 
sessions with lots of different projects on the go in 
the workshop. We also have a BBQ lunch at one of 
these sessions per month. 

Wednesday from 1pm in the meeting room we 
have had our Patchwork session with members 
doing a variety of patchwork and sewing projects. 

Second Tuesday of the month from 10am we had 
our computer Smart phone session with Moya and 
also had a lunch together. Some members are 
becoming so computer literate that it’s scary.  

We are pleased that the Mixed bunch Art Group 
are enjoying using our meeting room for their 
sessions. 

The last Sunday of each month we run our (now 
quite famous) sausage sizzle at the Pomonal 
market. This helps us raise some much-needed 
funds as well as being a great social time for all 
involved. It is also a great way of showing potential 
new members through the shed and explaining 
some of our various activities. 

We are very pleased that the social side of the shed 
is running very well. Comradery is very high within 
the members and our support networks are 
meeting a variety of personal and mental health 
needs. 

The shed is very welcoming to new members, or 

anyone interested, feel free to drop in and have a 

look at what we are up to or for any information 

contact Russ Kellett on 0438 024 929. 

Wildlife with Neil 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo – 
Calptorhynchus funereus 
 

Keep a lookout for this beautiful large black 
cockatoo that will be back in our area in the next 
few weeks.  Look for them feeding in paddocks in 
the Pomonal area.  It is a large, slender, dark 
cockatoo with pale yellow cheek patches and tail 
panels and a distinctive wailing call. 

Description: - 58-65cm  

Adult Male – plumage dull 
black, except for pale yellow 
‘ear’ patch and pale yellow 
tail panels variably 
vermiculated with brown-
black. Body feathers narrowly 
fringed pale yellow.  A short 
crest curves forwards over 
top of bill forming a distinct 
‘bob’ over forehead.  The bill darkens with age dark 
grey, skin around eye purplish pink.   

Adult Female – similar but has 
larger and brighter yellow ear 
patches, more heavily 
vermiculated tail panels, dark 
grey skin around the eye and an 
off white bill.   

Juv. – best distinguished by 
continuous rasping begging calls. 
  

Flight: - pattern and silhouette distinctive, buoyant 
and majestic, with slow, leisurely wingbeats, the 
long tail and wings imparting a slender, elongated 
appearance. 

Voice: - Frequently heard before seen. Contact call 
is distinctive, a loud, sad, wailing whee-la frequently 
given in flight and upon alighting.  Alarm call is a 
harsh screech similar to Sulphur-crested Cockatoos. 

Notes:- Mostly a bird of eucalypt forests, from the 
coast to subalpine. Breeds in the ranges and after 
breeding aggregates in (large) roving flocks and 
disperses to coastal banksia woodlands, heath, pine 
plantations and city parks. Eats seeds of Eucalyptus, 
Banksia, Hakea, Grevillea; and exotic pines. Also 
extracts plump, wood-boring larvae of cossid moths 
and beetles from trees by gouging wood to a depth 
of many cm with its powerful bill.  

♂ 

♀ 
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Halls Gap is 
a Cat Free 

Zone 

Halls Gap Market  

The Halls Gap Market was 
established in 1997 and is 
proudly brought to you by 
the Halls Gap Primary 
School. Located at the base 
of the Wonderland Range 
(Grampians) on the Halls 

Gap Recreation Oval, Grampians  Road, this truly 
unique market is a must.  

The Halls Gap Market is an outdoor market and 
boasts a range of high-quality stalls offering arts, 
crafts, fresh produce, plants, fine food, coffee and 
more. School families volunteer to run the website, 
booking system, set-up and general  organisation of 
the day. The students make and sell products, 
learning customer service, organisation and 
marketing skills along the way. There is also a 
fantastic raffle each market with great prizes. All 
proceeds go to the Halls Gap Primary School to 
purchase resources and engage relevant programs.  

Please check the website for information on 
becoming a stall holder:   

https://www.hallsgapmarkets.com.au/ 

Market Dates for 2023: 

AFL Grand Final Weekend - Sunday 1st October 

Melbourne Cup Weekend - Sunday 5th November 

Future Dates for 2024: 

Labour Day Weekend—Sunday 11th March 

Easter - Sunday 31st March 

King’s Birthday Weekend - Sunday 10th June 



FILL THE GAP COMMITTEE 

David, Pam, Margo and Alison  

Please email your articles and photos to us 
by the 25th of each month to: 

hallsgapcommunity@gmail.com  

Upload your community events details to 
the Community Association webpage: 

www.hallsgapcommunity.org.au 
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Regular Events 

 Chas Mangle Justice of the Peace is available for witnessing documents in the Halls Gap 
Newsagency from 8am - 10am daily except Tuesday Ph. 0439 837 052 

 Peter Hilbig is also a Justice of the Peace and can undertake JP responsibilities by 
appointment.  Email peter@hilbig.id.au or telephone 0437 524 716.  

 History Room is open 2pm-4.30pm on MOST days. CLOSED Tuesday  

 Halls Gap Neighbourhood House - check the program at the house and online  

https://hallsgapnhe.org.au/ 

 Various  sport/fitness groups. Check the community website for details—

Like our Halls Gap Community Association 
Facebook Page and/or Halls Gap Community 

Watch and Events Facebook Pages. 

To keep up to date with what is happening in 
Pomonal like Pomonal Community Connections 

Facebook page and/or Pomonal info & 
resources sharing Facebook Pages 

Fill The Gap newsletter acknowledges Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the first 

Australians. 

  We acknowledge  the diversity of Indigenous 
Australia. 

 We respectfully recognise Elders past, present 
and emerging. 

  This newsletter was produced on Djab Wurrung 
country.  

Wildlife Rescue 
 Wildwood Wildlife Shelter – Gariwerd 

 Close to Halls Gap call Ian on 0413 921 171 

 Wildlife Victoria: 03 8400 7300  

 Help for Wildlife: 5356 4749 

 WRIN: 0419 356 433  

 BADGAR: 1300 223 427  

https://www.facebook.com/WildwoodWildlifeShelter

